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UNDER THE LIGHT:

Skin Cancer Survivor Tells Story

by Allison O'Connor '10
News Staff

THETRUTH

Campus News

About Tanning
As spring break rapidly approaches,
many students are making trips to
tanning salons to get that desired
sun-kissed glow. In order to raise
awareness about the prevalence of
skin cancer, and deter students from
stepping into tanning beds, Colleges
against Cancer, Health Education and
Wellness, and Simply Healthy co
sponsored a presentation by Meghan
Rothschild on Feb. 9 in Slavin G01.
Rothschild, a skin-cancer survivor,
shared her struggle against melanoma
with Providence College students.
Rothschild opened her presentation
with a video that showed the harsh
statistics regarding tanning and
skin cancer. According to the video,
tanning just once a month increases
one's chances of getting melanoma by
75 percent.
Rothschild was a fair-skinned, redhaired girl who was embarrassed by
her self-proclaimed "paleness."
"I was 17 years old when I started
going tanning," she said. "I talked
to a family friend who was a nurse
who told me that tanning was safer
than the sun." The friend suggested
that Rothschild go tanning in order to
increase her levels of Vitamin D. She
TANNING/Page 8

Melanoma is the most common
cancer among women aged 25-32
Melanoma rates are increasing
faster than nearly all other cancers.

Melanoma kills one person every
hour.
As many as
people a year
die from melanoma.
The New England states have
a higher than average rate of
melanoma
People who use tanning beds
once a month before the age of
35 increase their melanoma risk
by 75 percent.

Using a tanning bed for 20 minutes
is equivalent to spending one to
three hours a day at the beach with
no sun protection at all.
NINA RATZENBERGER '11 I THE COWL

Meghan Rothschild (above) was diagnosed with skin cancer as a sophomore in college. She
recounted her fight against melanoma, the most deadly form of skin cancer, as a result of con
stant tanning at salons for over two years.

Tanning beds put out three to
six times the amount of radiation
given off by the sun.

Board ofTrustees Discusses Curriculum
by Meghan Conway'12
News Staff

VALENTINE’S

Board ofTrustees

INSERT

The Board of Trustees tackled
everything from Red Cup to Development
of Western Civilization while on campus
last week for a round of meetings.
On Thursday, Feb. 4, a TrusteeStudent Leadership Forum was held
to discuss issues regarding the core
curriculum, diversity, and alcoholrelated matters. Ten student forum
participants were present at the event.
Among them were members of the
African-American Society, BMSA, the
Office of Residence Life, the Diversity
Committee, Board of Programmers,
and Student Congress.
Discussion co-facilitator Andre
Owens '85, chair of the Student Affairs
Committee, began the discussion by
giving students the chance to voice

2010
The Cowl takes

a stroll down
Romance Blvd, and
gives various and
sundry takes on the
great institutions of
the heart.
Insert in center

their opinions on the balance of the
Development of Western Civilization
Program with their other courses, as
well as their feelings on the disciplinary
approach to teaching DWC.
"Civ is different for everyone and
can be harder or easier depending on
what team you're on, which can be
very frustrating," said Nick Widmer
'12. "I guess students would like more
of a balanced curriculum."
Elian Seidel '10 agreed with Widmer
and addressed the lack of intellectual
engagement offered in the current
DWC program.
"I think a major issue with the way
Civ is currently set up is that students
aren't necessarily engaged because
sitting in a lecture hall for two years
and five days a week can be a little
bit mundane," said Seidel. "So I think
that in terms of a new version of Civ,
it would be great to create a more
engaging setting while maintaining the
same foundational interdisciplinary
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Commentary
Accounting Majors speak out
against Chris Slavin's claim
that they are cowards.
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components that exist right now."
Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P.,
president of Providence College,
commented on the longevity of the
core curriculum dilemma.
"We have been at this for a long time,
even before these students were here,"
said Shanley. "Currently the Faculty
Senate has been writing a proposal on
the new curriculum, which includes a
smaller core, a greater focus on world
civilization, and the opportunity to take
clusters or concentrations of courses."
Members of the Board of Trustees
expressed their support for the
progressive update of the program.
"We want to make sure that whatever
proposal the Faculty Senate comes up
with for the new core curriculum, that
it is representative of the students and
encompassing what all the students
on this campus want, not just the ones
who are active enough to come to the
TRUSTEES/ Page 6
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The Commentary section of this newspaper has often
been the springboard for debate on campus, especially
among students of opposing ideologies. Last week's issue
of The Cowl certainly sparked some controversy. An almost
record number of letters came to us in response to "Misery
and Cowardice: Present and Accounted For" by Chris
Slavin '12. Fewer in number but equal in passion were
the responses to "Exposing the Myths and Fallacies of The
Monologues" by Viviana Garcia '12. (Responses to Slavin
can be found inside on page 14, and Guest Commentaries
on The Vagina Monologues appear on page 15.)
While the inundation of letters from future accountants
defending their major was unexpected, we were not
surprised to see responses to Garcia's article. February
is an interesting month to be an editor for The Cowl. The
debate over The Vagina Monologues has been present at
Providence College for about a decade, and recurs in The
Cowl annually. And as editors, we love it. We love seeing
our paper read and hearing important issues discussed
across campus. We love receiving Guest Commentaries
and Letters to the Editor, and we love seeing links to our
Web site on Facebook and Twitter.
This is not an isolated phenomenon. The Commentary
staff strives to be controversial, and they are apparently
quite good at it. We anticipate more articles about The
V
agina Monologues from both supporters and opponents
of the play, and we expect that Slavin, Garcia, and their
colleagues will continue to tap into the zeal of the College
community.
Even as we encourage responses, we would like
to remind our readers that the articles published in
Commentary reflect the views of the writer whose byline
appears at the head of the column. They are not statements
made by the newspaper as a whole. The editorial board of
The Cowl only opines in consensus, and when we wish to
assert our attitude on policies or weigh in on debates, we
will do so here. We will remain silent on some issues that
our commentators take up with fervor, and this is because
we—like the student body— do not always agree.
-The Editors

Advertising Manager: Caitlin Duggan '10, Cori Kavanagh '10, Kerry McDuffee '10,
Circulations: Chris Huber '10, Brendan Shine '10, Andy Donahue '10

Correction: Last week, the article "Yemen Fighting Terror

Webmaster: Jeff Gahan '11

ism" was incorrectly attributed to Mackenzie Mango '10. It
was actually written by Molly Driessen '12.

CampusCalendar
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Letter Policy

Accuracy Watch

The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and letters to the editor from members of the
Providence College community and outside contributors.
All submissions must include the writer's name, signature, a phone number, and an e-mail
address where he or she can be reached. Letters should be no more than 250 words in length and
will be printed as space permits. Guest commentaries should be limited to 700 words in length,
and only one will be published per week. The Cowl reserves the right to edit articles for space
and clarity. Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed to The Cowl office no later than
5:00 p.m. on the Monday before publication.
Mail submissions to The Cowl, 1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.l. 02918; fax to
401-865-1202; submit online at www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu; or
hand deliver to The Cowl office in Slavin G05.

Correction: In the Feb. 4,2010 issue of The Cowl the story entitled “Haiti Effort at PC Remains
in the Forefront," should have been attributed to Kaitlyn Monast '13. If you find an error in any
article, please e-mail the Editor-in-Chief at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will be printed
as necessary. In the

Advertising
Contact rhe Cowl with advertising requests and questions at cowlads@providence.edu or, if
necessary, via telephone at 401-865-2214. Visit www.thecowl.info for rates, publication dates,
and other information about advertising with The Cowl.

Subcriptions
Subscription rate for a weekly issue by mail is $30 per year. Send payment to The Cowl,
1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.l. 02918; make checks payable to The Cowl. Student
subscription is included in tuition fee; issues are available around campus on Thursday nights.
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Environment Top Priority for Congress
by Jordan Frias '11
News Staff
Student Congress
Student
Congress
is
going
green. It voted 32 to zero in favor
of the formation of a Committee for
Environmental Sustainability through
the Office of Environmental Health
and Safety, this week.
Congress met on Feb. 9 to vote
on this legislation. Advocate Mary
Bogen '11 explained the benefits of
the committee and reiterated that the
committee would not be under the
umbrella Student Congress. Congress
then unanimously voted in favor of
this legislation.
The next topic of discussion was the
status of the Hellenic Student Association,
which is currently a proposed club under
the Board of Multicultural Student Affairs.
Peter Koutroubis TO, president and
representative from the Hellenic Student
Association, was asked about the events
that his student group has put on while
in the trial process of being a recognized
club. Koutroubis stated that last semester
his group held a meet-and-greet with
guest speaker Ari Kalogeropoulos,
president and founder of the social forum
group GreekBoston.com. According to
Koutroubis, GreekBoston.com connects
the Greek community within Boston
through different events from education
to dance and cultural integration.
Andraya Pulaski '10 asked Clubs
and Organizations Committee Chair
Meghan Murphy '11 to explain the
difference between the status of

a proposed club and a recognized
club. Murphy stated that the
Hellenic Student Association would
be able to reserve their own space
and put on their own events without
having to co-sponsor with BMSA
every time if officially recognized by
the College.
When asked how many active
members his student group had,
Koutroubis answered by saying that
he has 30 members on his Angel roster
and 10 to 15 members who are actively
involved. Koutroubis has been working
on his petition since the spring of 2008.
He expressed his disappointment with

as being similar to those on Saturday
Night Live and explained how they
write their own skits and currently
have six members for scheduling
and performance purposes. Guzik
stated that they will be holding
writing and performance workshops
and auditions once they become an
official group.
Six Gents Sketch Comedy Group
was founded in the spring of
2007. When they tried to become
a recognized group that year,
Congress had been out of session.
Since fall 2007, Six Gents have been
working with Student Congress for

IT WAS JUST A TIME LAG WHERE YOU LOSE INTEREST AND I
COMPLETELY UNDERSTAND HOW THOSE KIDS FELT ABOUT IT "
the length of time it has taken for his
club to be recognized by Congress to
its members.
"There are some students who over
time just lost interest...I know that last
year, fall semester, it was just a lost
semester... it was just a time lag where
you lose interest and I completely
understand how those kids felt about
it," Koutroubis said.
The status of the Hellenic Student
Association will be voted on next week
at the Congress meeting.
Another student organization
that is fighting for recognition by
Student Congress is the sketch
comedy group known as Six Gents.
Representative Kaitlyn Guzik '10
spoke on behalf of the club. She
described their group performances

recognition. Guzik has been grateful
for the help that she has received
from Murphy who is fully in favor of
Six Gents.
Guzik believes that the 60th
Student Congress has been more
cooperative with her group than had
past Congresses.
"[With Yara Youssef '08] there was a
little bit of a lag, but I understand that
Congress has a lot on their plate—they
have a lot they need to get through,"
Guzik said.
Six Gents have been facing a lot
of challenges in terms of reserving
space. They hope to overcome this
obstacle once they become an official
group on campus.
"We're a performance oriented

group and without space we can't
really perform, so that's what
we've been working towards,"
Guzik said.
Guzik foresees no problems with
her group being passed by Congress
next week.
Congress also announced that two
members, Arman Oganisian '13 and
Conor Leary '11, have stepped down
from their positions. Congress will
possibly be replacing them in the
following weeks by holding interviews
for those interested.
Lastly, Congress member Patricia
Carroll '11 stated that three vendors
have agreed to allow Providence
College students to use their student
IDs at their locations while making
purchases. CVS store and pharmacy
centers, Frankly's Pizza, and Golden
Crust are now in favor of the initiative
and PC IDs will be accepted in weeks
to come.

Student Congress meets every
Tuesday at 5:30 in the Fishbowl,
and in Moore Hall the first week
of every month.
All are welcome.

YOU have the opportunity to support the future of the College while becoming a part of PCs history.
The 2010 Senior Giving Committee is now accepting donations from our class.

Help us get

1oo% participation
from our class by visiting
www.providence.edu/alumni and select Giving to PC.
$1oo will get you a brick engraved with your name on it on Alumni Lane!
Your $1oo donation will provide you membership in the Young Alumni St.
Dominic Society, an exclusive society that offers a number of benefits and
networking opportunities.
Make your gift by spring break to ensure your engraved brick is in the ground
before Commencement.
Can’t pay all at once? Divide your donation into monthly installments online.
You decide where your money will go, to help improve PC the way you want!
Check out our group on Facebook, Always a 10: Then and Now, to receive
updates on participation goals and incentives.

The first too seniors to donate $1oo
will receive a 2010 T-Shirt!

Time is running out! Donate before 2/19 if you want to
see your name on Alumni Lane before Commencement!
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Jaundrill Expands History
Department with Eastern Expertise
by Maxwell Kravitz '12
News Staff

Featured Teacher
Professor Colin D. Jaundrill has joined
the Providence College community as a
professor in the Department of History.
With an expertise in pre-modern East
Asia, Jaundrill is fluent in Japanese.
"PC has been lots of fun," said
Jaundrill. "Students have helped me
along. Before coming here to teach, I
was as nervous as anyone."
Jaundrill considers the students to
be enthusiastic and kind.
"They are respectful and have made
my transition into Providence very
successful," he said.
Jaundrill has an intimidating
resume. He attended Georgetown
University for his undergraduate
degree, followed by seven years of
study at Columbia University.
"I spent five years studying in New
York, and two in Tokyo," he said.
While growing up in Connecticut,
Jaundrill always liked the feel of a
big city.
"Washington, D.C. was a treat for
me," he said. "It was exactly what I
was looking for. I also loved living in
New York, there was always so much
to do."
Jaundrill has been living in Providence
since August.
"Providence is very pretty,
although I am still working my way
around to become familiar with it,"
he said. "[It has] great food. There
is a lot to do in Providence."
Jaundrill began learning the Japanese
language and culture in high school.
"I was certain I would continue
learning about Japanese culture in
college," he said. "Some of the best
professors I have ever had were my
high school ones."
History has always intrigued Jaundrill.
"I love studying, experiencing new
places and ideas," he said.
He uses a famous quote to explain
why he loves to study history.
""The past is a foreign country; we
forget about what has got us this far.'"
Jaundrill has a concentration in
mid-19th century Japanese history
when Japan transformed into a

modern state. He cannot stress
enough the importance of learning
how the modern world came to be.
Having spent a great deal of time in
Japan, Jaundrill was all smiles when
asked about the Japanese community.
"They were very helpful," he said.
"We worked well together."
Jaundrill knew through his studies
that he would aspire to become a
history professor.
"Teaching the study of the past to
students would be fun, not work," he
said. "Everything has a past, there is so
much to learn."
In his time free from studying
about the rise of modern cultures,
Jaundrill rocks out on his drums. He
has an electric drum set that allows
him to mute the noise so neighbors
won't be disturbed.
"I was always careful playing
growing up," he joked. "The noise was
always so loud. If I was going to be
playing as much in the future, it was
time for an electronic set."
Jaundrill has been an advocate of
rock and roll music since a very young
age. He was given Led Zeppelin's
feature album Led Zeppelin II as a
present one year.
"The album really changed my life."
Now he enjoys listening to bands such
as Rush. His favorite genres of music
are jazz, rock, and reggae.
Aside from playing the drums he
also skis.
"I have been skiing since I was young,"
said Jaundrill. "I wish I could get out
there more but duty calls," he said.
Jaundrill has always loved
traveling, whether to China, Japan,
or anywhere else.
"I will always have fun
experiencing new places," he
said. "Believe it or not, there are
more similarities that can be made
between Japan and the United States
than differences."
Despite having lived and traveled
to many foreign cities, Jaundrill is still
happy to be in Providence.
"I am beyond happy to be here
at Providence College," he said.
"I plan to be here for a long time.
Continuing to learn and teach
Japanese history has certainly been
more than fun."

Student Alumni Association
New Group to Foster Alumni-Student Relationships
by Kaitlyn Monast '13
News Staff
Campus News
Between 30 and 35 students will
be given the chance to swap PC
stories at exclusive alumni events,
as well as gain leadership roles,
and networking opportunities in a
new club beginning this year. The

director of Alumni Relations. "PC
is one of the only universities/
colleges that does not have one
of these groups. It has been a real
success at other places."
The SAA will be assisting
Providence College's Office of
Institutional Advancement and
the National Alumni Association
(NAA).
Students
will
gain
leadership roles taking the lead role

THIS IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR
PC STUDENTS ON THE GROUND FLOOR...
Student Alumni Association [SAA]
will help keep an active relationship
between students and alumni, as
well as prepare students for their
future as alumni leaders.
"This is a great opportunity
for PC students to take part in a
new organization on the ground
floor," said Andrea Ricci, assistant

in planning Spirit Week, an event
that was held this year for the first
time. The SAA will help plan alumni
reunion week and will be invited
to exclusive signature events for
PC alum, including Homecoming,
the Friar 5K, A Night in Black and

SAA/ Page 7
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TRUSTEES: Hear Feedback
on Diversity and Drinking
from Invited Students
Continued from front page
meetings," said Andraya Pulaski '10.
BMSA President Malika Jones
'10 approached the issue of having
more world culture included in the
curriculum.
"The study of eastern culture is
extremely lacking in our current
program. It would be great to
incorporate it into our program,"
said Jones.
Talk of world culture transitioned
the discussion to the topic of diversity.
Hugh F. Lena, Ph.D., vice president
for Academic Affairs, addressed this

this campus; cultural diversity needs
to be more mainstream."
Students and trustees came to an
agreement that an incorporation of
other cultures into the curriculum
would create a better understanding
and appreciation of the cultures
represented on this campus.
"As a history major there are some
diverse courses offered, including
history of Africa and the Middle East,
but even still they are very much
taught from a European experience,"
said Pulaski.
Students commented on possible
ways to encourage a more diverse

I THINK THE ISSUE OF DIVERSITY ON THIS CAMPUS
IS FAR MORE ABOUT AWARENESS
comment, explaining that recent
outreach for diversity has proved
successful.
"There has been steady growth
in this respect," he said. "The early
numbers for the early action students
of the Class of 2014 show a higher
percentage in racial diversity and this
has been achieved through campus
events and the help of Balfour Center."
Brianna King '11 spoke to what
she thinks is the major problem with
diversity at Providence College.
"I think the issue of diversity on
this campus thus far is more about
awareness," said King. "A lot of people
don't know about BMSA and the
culturally enriched events we put on.
I think if faculty could be more aware
of what we're doing and tie it into their
classes, diversity would improve on
this campus."
Trustees asked the students to share
their feelings on whether the campus
and community was integrated.
"I would say there is some integration
going but it's really just amongst
leaders," said Jones. "I think generally
it's difficult for students to integrate on

experience for all the students here,
including initiatives the college can take
structurally in the curriculum, and in
social experiences to create a higher level
of interaction.
"I think if the theatre program could
include more diverse performances or
if the school could show more support
for diverse events on campus it would
help a lot," said Jones.
Tinacho Chitongo '10 shared his
thoughts on possible initiatives the
school could take.
"Some colleges have whole offices
dedicated to institutional diversity

the surrounding neighborhood and
Operation Red Cup.
"As many of you know, we had a
situation that existed last semester that
involved Providence College and the
neighborhood," said Murphy. "There
were problems with public drinking and
house parties and it became a large issue
with the neighbors and the Providence
Police were involved. From where we
began last semester there have been
some positive things happening. We
now have our own Safety and Security
officers in the neighborhood to look out
for our students, and our students have
certainly stepped up as better citizens in
neighborhood clean ups."
Student forum participants said
that recent issues in the neighborhood
have driven students to bars
and therefore created additional
dangerous situations for students
off campus. Participants further
discussed that alcohol is and will
continue to be an issue at the College
if the matter is avoided.
"I think that PC security has done
a wonderful job, but I think what
we need to focus on is responsible
drinking," said Caitlin Durkin '10. "We
can't say that drinking isn't going to
happen because it is, what we need to
do is make a safe environment so when
students do drink they won't be at risk
for so much danger."

DRINKING IS GOING TO HAPPEN IN COLLEGE, AND
...WE CAN HELP STUDENTS TO BE RESPONSIBLE...
and I've been looking into it and it
seems like an initiative that has helped
certain colleges in terms of supported
programs or funded programs that
are aimed at improving diversity on
campus such as diversity training of
staff," said Chitongo.
Rev. Brendan Murphy, O.P., vice
president of Student Affairs, led the
group into its next topic of discussion,

Pulaski expressed a similar attitude,
stating that students need support
more so than discipline.
"Drinking is going to happen in
college, and I think if we're more
supportive instead of just pushing the
issue into the closet we can help students
be responsible instead of getting
involved in bad situations such as binge
drinking," said Pulaski.
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S A A : Application Process to

Begin in Late February
Continued from page 5

White, and more.
"The SAA would give students a
chance to be involved in the school
even more and help alumni stay
in touch with PC," said Curran
Mitchell '13.
Students will have the chance to
help prepare and lead the events
while also getting the opportunity to
mingle with alumni, sharing stories
of PC then and now.
"Our alumni are always asking for
ways to talk to students," said Ricci.
"They are always wondering how, for
example, Ray[mond Hall Cafeteria] is

and attendance of all meetings and
events, proofread and edit SAA
documents, and keep an up-todate record of current members.
The Senior Giving chair will serve
on the Senior Giving committee,
provide reports, and coordinate
events associated with the Senior
Giving Program.
During the general meetings the SAA
will discuss new initiatives, upcoming
programs, and host a young alumnus/a
or Office of Institutional Advancement
guest speaker. All members must attend
the meetings and events.
"During the meeting we will

THE SAA WOULD GIVE STUDENTS A CHANCE TO BE
INVOLVED...AND HELP ALUMNI STAY IN TOUCH...
now. When you see the SAA and talk to
them you remember that you are part
of that group."
The SAA will meet twice a
month on Monday from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m. One or two staff members in
Alumni Relations will be appointed
to coordinate the meetings. An
executive board will be voted on
next year including a president,
vice president, secretary, and senior
giving chair.
The president will serve as
the chief liaison to coordinators,
carry out the charter, act as a non
voting member of the NAA Board
of Governors, and be responsible
for the agenda. The vice president
will take the responsibilities of the
president in his or her absence,
coordinate with SAA events, and act
as a liaison between the committees
and the executive board. The
secretary will maintain minutes

have alumni speakers," said Ricci.
"The president of the executive
board will sit on the NAA Board of
Governors. The NAA are in charge
of all the regional clubs. Four times
a year the class representative,
the regional representative, and
executive board come together
to come up with initiatives for
fundraising events and so on. They
stay involved with PC."
Applicants for the SAA must be an
undergraduate student (a freshman,
sophomore, or junior) and have an
approved academic and disciplinary
standing. Interested students must
fill out an application and have a
letter of recommendation from either
a teacher or a Resident Assistant.
The applications are due Feb. 19, and
interviews the following week. The
chosen members will be announced
March 8.

FORDHAM
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TANNING: A Year-Round Glow

has Left
her Scarred and Almost Took her Life

Continued from front page
soon became addicted.
"I came out feeling great about
myself," she said. "I felt like I was
doing a good thing for my body."
She continued on to explain that
the "healthy glow" that so many
tanners seek to obtain is, in reality,
not healthy at all.
"There's no such thing as a healthy
tan," Rothschild stated.
She thought that by tanning she was
saving her skin and protecting herself
from the sun, which would normally
cause her skin to bum.
"For about two and a half years,
I was in the tanning bed," she said.
"I was so fixated and dedicated to
getting a tan."
She proved her dedication to the
tanning salon when she entered her
freshman year of college at Roger
Williams University. Not allowed
to have a car on campus, Meghan
described how she would take the
university shuttle to the tanning
salon, tan for 20 minutes, and then
have to wait another 40 minutes for
the shuttle to pick her up again.
"It took me two hours a week to
make sure that I got that tan," she said.
When she went home for winter
break sophomore year, she called
attention to a mole she had on her
stomach during a routine physical.
The doctor informed her, "it's no
big deal," and said she could get it
removed if she wanted to, but said
that "it didn't look bad." Rothschild
described the mole as "tiny, perfectly
circular, really dark, and itchy,"

which aren't the typical melanoma
symptoms. She decided, however, to
go ahead and get it removed anyways.
"I still didn't think that anything
was going to come of. it," she said,
and would repeatedly tell herself
"'there's no way cancer is going to
happen to me.'"
In fact, so dedicated to keeping up
her tan, she drove from the hospital
to the tanning salon after having the
mole removed.
Two weeks later, Rothschild
went by herself to have the stitches
removed. She was unnerved and
confused when the doctors asked her
if anyone had accompanied her to the
hospital that day. Since her parents
were on vacation, she had to face the
news alone that she had melanoma.
However, she knew the only person
to blame for this was herself and her
addiction to tanning. At the age of 20,
she had to undergo a major three-hour
long surgery. Prior to the procedure,
she was injected with radioactive dye.
"Any [lymph nodes] that picked up
the dye had to be removed," she said.
The doctors ended up removing
eightlymph nodes from her body, and
she received 75 stitches, inside and out.
"The way melanoma becomes a
deadly form of cancer is that it travels
through your lymph nodes into other
organs," Rothschild said.
Because she had so many lymph
nodes removed, not only did
Rothchild wake up from surgery
wrapped up in gauze up to her neck,
she also had drains inserted into her
body. Every three hours she had to go
to the bathroom and empty the drains

that were filled with lymphatic fluid
and blood. To this day, she says, "I
still don't have feeling in my stomach
because so many nerve endings were
removed." Her ultimate diagnosis
was stage two melanoma. This
Sunday is Rothschild's six-year mark
of being cancer free.
Even though her cancer is gone,
melanoma still impacts Meghan's dayto-day life. She has four large scars
on her body from the surgery alone,
needs to go to the dermatologist two
times a year, and is at higher risk each
year for getting skin cancer again. At
the dermatologist's she often needs
to have areas of her skin shaved off
with an instrument that looks like a
"cheese grater," a painful process that
has left some additional 25 to 35 scars
on her body.
Currently, Rothschild works at the
amusement park Six Flags as a concert
and events coordinator. "During the
summer I need to be outside 30 hours
a week," she said, noting that she
needs to be extremely careful when in
the sun.
Although she said that she was
not there "to preach," the disturbing
facts Rothschild shared spoke for
themselves. She emphasized how
melanoma is the most common form
of cancer in people ages 25 to 39, and
tanning beds are carcinogens, just
as dangerous as smoking cigarettes,
in order to make members of the
PC community think twice before
stepping into a tanning salon.
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United States Dissatisfied with Chinese Currency
by Kevin Cassidy 'll
World Staff
CHINA

Chinese officials said on Thursday,
Feb. 4, that they will not revalue their
currency despite pressure from United
States President Barack Obama. Obama
said China has kept their currency at an
artificially low level to give China an
unfair advantage in selling its exports.
Obama said on Wednesday that
"the United States must make sure our
goods are not artificially inflated in
price and their goods are not artificially
deflated in price; that puts the U.S.
at a huge competitive disadvantage,
according to The New York Times.
Economists say the Chinese currency,
the renminbi, is undervalued by 25
to 40 percent compared to the dollar
and other currencies. Ma Zhaoxu said,
"judging from the international balance
of payments and the currency market's
supply and demand, the value of the
renminbi is getting to a reasonable and
balanced level," according to The New
York Times.
Tensions between the U.S. and China
are growing because of currency issues,
Internet censorship, arms sales to
Taiwan, hacking attacks into American
company computers, and the pending
visit of the Dalai Lama to Washington.
The Chinese economy continues to
grow rapidly as the United States and

rest of the world are in a recession. The
official news agency of China said that
Chinese economists are concerned that
the value of the dollar will erode when
the American government prints more
dollars and issue more bonds after
suffering a record budget deficit.
Obama is quickly approaching
midterm elections and stated in his
State of the Union address that he
plans to double American exports in
the next five years and reduce the high
unemployment rate. Chinese officials
want domestic consumption to become
a larger part of their economy with
domestic exports slowing tremendously
since the global financial crisis began.
Chinese officials announced a stimulus
package worth $585 billion in Nov.
2008. This package helped the Chinese
economy to grow by nearly 8.7 percent,
showing the global financial crisis had
little impact the nation's economy.
In July 2005, China felt pressure
from the Bush administration for
undervaluing their currency. In
reaction to the pressure, China decided
to eliminate the renminbi's peg to the
dollar and allow the currency to float
in a narrow band against the dollar and
other currencies. Throughout Bush's
tenure, he had little success convincing
China to adjust its exchange rates.
The consumer price index in the
fourth quarter of 2009 rose 1.9 percent
,in part due to in flows of foreign
currency through private investments
and speculation. Many economists
refer to this as "hot money" by
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The United States complains that the Chinese currency, the renminbi,
has been kept at an artifically low level.

fueling inflation. Jim O'Neill, the
chief economist for Goldman Sachs,
predicted the Chinese government
would make an on-off revaluation of
the renminbi, letting it appreciate by
at least five percent before the end
of 2010. Jim O'Neill, reporting to
Bloomberg News, said this revaluation
would happen rather slowly, without
any warning from Chinese officials.
Nicholas R. Lardy, a Chinese
expert at the Peterson Institute for
International Economics, said China
is "puzzled by the criticism. Lardy
went on to say that Chinese officials,
"think they should be praised for

courtesy of upton /flickr.com

keeping their currency stable at a time
of global turmoil."
Obama is expected to meet the
Dalai Lama in Washington in the
next few weeks to discuss the current
problems the United States is having
with China, including tougher
sanctions on Iran over their nuclear
program and climate change policies
that were discussed in Copenhagen.
The currency issues might become
a hot political issue and the United
States will face tough trade relations
with China in the latter part of the year
if the current problems aren't resolved.

Toyota Recalls Eight Million Cars Worldwide
by Jenny Arvanaghi '10
World Editor
INTERNATIONAL

On Tuesday, Feb. 2, Toyota said it
would recall 437,000 of its 2010 flagship
Prius hybrids and other gas-electric
models worldwide. This sudden recall
is due to the defective brakes in many
of its vehicles. Around 223,000 of the
cars recalled are in Japan, 155,000 are
in the United States, and about 53,000
are in Europe, according to The New
York Times.
Toyota's president, Akio Toyoda,
claimed that a software glitch caused
the failing brakes. "I apologize for the
concern and inconvenience we have
caused our customers," he said. "We
will redouble our commitment to
quality as a lifetime of our company.
Together, we will do everything
to regain the confidence of our
customers."
Toyota recalled about eight million
cars worldwide because of gas pedals
that could stick or become caught on
floor mats. Toyota has been known for
its quality products and, although this
may seem like a drawback, Toyoda
claims that the company never lied to
its customers.
"When we discover a defect,
make defects, or receive advice from
customers, we work hard to fix them
and improve," he said. "We do not
allow cover-ups."
Toyoda said it received two or
three reports per month in Japan of
brake problems in the latest model
Prius, but as the weather got colder
and roads were icier, the complaints
grew and led the company to issue a
recall. The 2010 Prius comes with an
overhauled regenerative brake system,

A mechanic working on a Toyota Prius in London. Many 2010 Priuses are now being recalled due to sticking gas pedals and failing brakes.

where energy from the wheels is used
to help recharge the car's battery. The
car relies heavily on electronic systems
that combine the regenerative braking
system with conventional brake pads.
Shinichi Sasaki, Toyota's quality chief,
said the automaker had determined
a glitch occurs when the antilock
brake system kicks in, which triggers
a switch from the regenerative to
conventional brakes.
Some experts believe the price tag
from legal settlements could end up
topping the company's estimate of
$2 billion in recall costs. There are
already more than 30 U.S. lawsuits
filed against Toyota involving the gas
pedals alone. Credit rating agency
Moody's cited the litigation risks

when it warned Tuesday that it might
downgrade Toyota's credit rating. U.S.
Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood
pledged to keep up the pressure on
the Japanese automaker to follow U.S.
safety regulations.
"Last Thursday, NHTSA opened
a formal investigation of 2010 Toyota
Prius hybrid vehicles in response to
consumer complaints about braking
difficulties, and today, Toyota has
acknowledged a safety defect,"
LaHood said in a statement, referring
to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, which regulates auto
safety in the United States.
"When I spoke with Toyota
President Akio Toyoda last week, he
assured me that his company takes

U.S. safety concerns very seriously."
LaHood said. "The U.S. Department
of Transportation will remain in
constant communication with Toyota
to hold them to that promise."
The Japanese automaker has sold
1.2 million Priuses worldwide since
1997. It was Toyota's third best selling
car last year, behind the Camry and
the Corolla, due to its environmentally
friendly edge and design.
Toyota says it will start repairing the
accelerator pedals on 180,000 vehicles
across the U.K. on Wednesday, Feb. 3.
The company believes it can fix 6,000
cars a day, and would therefore take a
month to complete.
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Protests Break
Out in Greece
by Jenny Arvanaghi '10
World Editor

Scandal in
British Parliament
by Mackenzie Mango '10
World Staff

Greece

England

On Wednesday, Feb. 10, civil service
workers held a large, peaceful oneday protest against officials due to the
financial crisis.
Greece has been under intense
pressure from other members of the
European Union to cut its huge budget
deficit and is in danger of failing to
refinance some $28 billion in debt due
in April and May, according to The
New York Times.
There is much fear of default in
Greece and other struggling European
countries due to the global financial
crisis. European Union leaders will
discuss Greece's difficulties on
Thursday and are concerned the crisis
could threaten the euro. However,
the Greek government's proposals
for the deep spending cuts have met
significant resistance. "We won't pay
for their crisis!" On Wednesday, Feb.
10, civil service workers held a large,
peaceful one-day protest against
officials due to the financial crisis.
Greece has been under intense
pressure from other members of the
European Union to cut its huge budget
deficit and is in danger of failing to
refinance some $28 billion in debt due
in April and May, according to The
New York Times.
There is much fear of default in
Greece and other struggling European
countries due to the global financial
crisis. European Union leaders will
discuss Greece's difficulties on
Thursday and are concerned the crisis
could threaten the euro.
However, the Greek government's
proposals for the deep spending cuts
have met significant resistance. "We
won't pay for their crisis!" people cried
in loudspeakers from Klafhmonos
Square, otherwise known as "the
square of the crying people." Greek
workers went to the square to express
their discontent, saying "Not one
euro to be sacrificed to the bankers!"
According to some commentators, the

According to BBC, three Labour
Members of Parliament (MPs) and
one Tory peer will face criminal
charges regarding their expenses.
Reportedly, the four men will not
be arrested but were sent a summons
ordering them to turn up at the City
of Westminster magistrates court
on March 11. MPs Elliot Morley, Jim
Devine, and David Chaytor, as well
as Lord Hanningfield, the leader
of the Essex County Council, will
be charged under the Theft Act,
according to the BBC.
All four have denied all these
charges. Anyone convicted faces a
maximum sentence of seven years'
imprisonment. Morley, MP for
Scunthorpe, will face two charges
in relation to a total of £30,000
of mortgage interest claims on a
property in Winterton, Lincolnshire
between 2004 and 2007.
David Chaytor, MP for Bury North
accused of "dishonestly claiming"
£1,950 for IT services and further sums
relating to rent claims on properties
he and his mother allegedly owned.
Livingston MP Jim Devine is accused
of "dishonestly claiming" money for
cleaning services and for stationery
using false invoices, according to
BBC. Speaking outside his home,
he said the charges that were being
brought against him were new and
could be easily explained, adding
"I'm absolutely distraught and
astonished."
In a joint statement, the three
MPs said they were "extremely
disappointed" that charges were
being brought against them. Concern
about MPs' expenses emerged in
May of last year. Hanningfield, is
accused of "dishonestly" submitting
claims "for expenses to which he
knew he was not entitled." Allegedly,
this includes several overnight stays
in London. Yet he asserts, "All the
claims I have ever made were made

Prime Minister Papandreou vows that he will
help Greece through the country’s economic
disaster.

economic problems have exposed an
ignorance about the harsh realities of
the global economy in Greece. "People
in other countries like Germany,
France, and the United States learned
about the workings of the economy
the hard way, by seeing their jobs on
the line," said Babis Papadimitriou, an
economic analyst at the Skai radio and
television group. "This hasn't been the
case in Greece."
Some of the protestors though,
realize thatthey need to make sacrifices.
Others hope that the European Union
will rescue their proud democracy.
"We feel humiliated and we
understand that things cannot remain
the same as they were before," said
Vasiliki Revithi, a biochemist at the
National Organization for Medicines.
"But we gave the world democracy,
and we expect the European Union to
support us," she added.
The government has announced
$2.75 billion in public spending cuts
and aims at raising another $6.87 billion
from new taxes and measures aimed at
fighting tax evasion, which analysts
said deprived the federal budget of
$44.2 billion last year. Also, Greece
aims to increase the average retirement
age among men and women to 63 by
2015 and introducea higher gas tax.
Analysts believe that Prime Minister
George Papandreou was determined
not to be the first Greek prime minister
since World War II
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Keir Starmer, the director of public prosecution,
gives a statement about the British law officals
facing charges.

in good faith." He also stated that he
has never claimed more in expenses
than he spent in the course of his
duties. "To avoid any embarrassment
or distraction" he has decided to
"stand down from my frontbench
duties in the House of Lords with
immediate effect," according to
BBC.
Prime Minister Gordon Brown
said he was "very angry about what
has happened." He stated "We took
steps some months ago to remove
the right of these people to stand
as candidates for the Labour Party.
These are very serious criminal
allegations. All criminal allegations
have got to be investigated. It's a
matter now for the courts."
While announcing the Crown
Prosecution Service decision, a
representative stated "In four cases,
we have concluded that there is
sufficient evidence to bring criminal
charges and that it is in the public
interest to charge the individuals
concerned." Legal analyst Joshua
Rozenberg told BBC that "the issue
of Parliamentary privilege might be
used by defense lawyers.
It traditionally guarantees MPs
and peers immunity from slander
laws for statements in Parliamentary
debate."

Deal Between Britain and Northern Ireland
by Tommy Cody '13
World Staff
IRELAND

After months of heated dispute and
little hope of reaching an agreement,
Prime Ministers Gordon Brown of
Britain and Brian Cowen of Ireland
helped seal a deal between Northern
Ireland's two big political parties.
The pivotal pact will transfer the
province's police and justice system
from British to local control on Apr. 12,
2010. Brown and Cowen met with the
leaders of the Unionist and Sinn Fein
parties after the unionists, loyalists of
Britain, agreed to shift in power.
The transfer of powers has been a
hot stove issue for years. The safety
and peace of British-ruled counties
of Northern Ireland still hang in the
balance. The struggle between the
unionists, who are in favor of British
rule, and Sinn Fein, who have been
steadfast in their push for a united
Ireland, still creates conflicts and
threatens to tear apart Northern
Ireland's power sharing government.
According to The New York Times,
Brown voiced his optimism about the
deal in a joint news conference, "We

are closing the last chapter of a long
and troubled story, and we are opening
a new chapter for Northern Ireland."
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton will preside over an investment
conference due to be held in Belfast
later this year. Clinton's influence and
aid in the negotiations between the
two groups has been instrumental in
reaching an accordance between them.
Officials hope that the new deal will
curb some of the widespread violence
that has killed thousands of people
over the past 30 years.
According to The New York Times
Cowen dubbed the deal "an essential
step for peace, stability, and security
in Northern Ireland." He was also
impressed at the fact that unionists
and republicans "stretched out their
hands and made sure that we got over
the line together."
Questions over who should
control the police has been a volatile
topic in the past, with Sinn Fein
supporters seeing the police and
courts as a tool of the unionist, and
the unionists seeing their control of
the police as an imperative defense
against republican violence.
Though Northern Ireland has taken
careful and calculated steps towards
solving its internal struggles, a long
road still lies ahead.
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Stuffed Up Country
It Took Going Abroad to Realize America's Gluttonous Obsession with "Stuff"
by Allison Pelle 'll
Commentary Staff
CULTURE

While most college students spent
their winter breaks sleeping, eating.
watching movie
marathons,
hanging
out
with high school
friends,
or
spending
time
with family, I
had another task
on my very full
winter
break
plate. Next to the
Christmas ham
and apple pie was
the nauseating,
headacheinducing,
ohso-stressful
task of packing.
Yup, I am going
abroad for spring
semester
and
am now faced
with the arduous
chore of fitting
my life into two
suitcases and one
carry-on bag. My packing began at the
end of finals week because I had to
move out of my dorm. One does not
realize just how many things one has
until she is forced to move them 200
miles every four months.
Moving home wasn't too difficult,
since I had moved in such a short time
before. So once I was home, I heaved
boxes and baskets and every nonsense
container I own upstairs into my older
brother's vacant room. Then I decided
it was time to take a solid break from
packing. Since I am completely OCD

about all of my stuff, this lasted
about three days. First, I had my best
friend come over and as she sat on
the loveseat in my bedroom, we went
through each item in my closet and
dresser and decided whether or not I
should bring it with me abroad. These
pieces of clothing had to pass several

them weighing over 50 pounds. No
easy task, my friend. These phases
resulted in several stress headaches
and fits of tears. I tried to leave things
behind, I really did, but the problem is
that I'm attached. And no, of course I
don't need every single pair of shoes
or cardigan I'm bringing. I want everv

tests. Are they wearable in more than
one season? Can I wear them to travel?
Can I wear them in an office? Are they
"cute?" Unfortunately, a large number
of items passed all four tests. I'm a girl,
sue me. Phase one complete.
Next, I dragged my new luggage
set into my room and began folding
all of the abroad-worthy clothes into
piles. The next few phases are pretty
much the same: they involve innanely
moving and removing all of the
clothes, shoes, and bags from suitcase
to suitcase in order to avoid either of

single pair of shoes and cardigan that
I'm bringing. I want to be able to know
that I have every option available to me
in order to look and feel my best.
When I stopped by a friend's house
a week before I was leaving, I watched
him pack. He took piles of clothing and
threw them in shopping bags, stuffed
his duffle bag, and filled his backpack
until it looked like it was about to
burst. He was actually amazed at the
number of bags he had to load into
the car. He looked up at me and said,
"How do people have this much stuff?

Why do I have this much stuff?'' I,
too, was in awe of just how many
bags his room had produced in the
course of 30 minutes. I just sat at his
desk as they multiplied. Afterwards,
he raised the most important question:
Why do people have so much stuff? I
don't have the answer. But I know that
people, especially
Americans,
are
driven by stuff.
We're famous for
having the most
stuff and more
importantly, the
most of the least
useful stuff. I
don't need all
of the clothes
and shoes and
belts to have a
great
semester.
Instead of being
excited
about
and planning my
trip to London, I
was just stressed
out about what
would happen if I
didn't have a pair
of black heels or
the right shoulder
bag. In reality,
msnbc.com who
cares? I'm
not going to remember my shoulder
bag when I get back. I have felt so
overwhelmed, bogged down, and
physically smothered by all the stuff I
have and want to take with me.
Now I sit here at the airport
waiting to board my flight, and I
did in fact manage to get most of the
stuff I wanted into my suitcases. I'll
do my best to remember that these
experiences aren't about the stuff, but
about the people I'm meeting, places
I'm seeing, and things I'm doing.

Global Warming: A Convoluted Challenge
by Joe Sirianni '10
Commentary Staff
SOCIETY

Over winter break I took an
environmental biology course that
was almost exclusively devoted to an
intensive study of global warming.
Having completed it, I now feel that
I have a significant understanding of
the science, the argument, and thus
the urgency that seems necessary to
combat the effects of climate change.
What I cannot understand, however, is
if the science behind global warming
is settled, then why has a portion of it
recently been discredited as deceptive
lies and suspicious politicking?
Renowned American author and
analyst Walter Russell Mead wrote,
"The global warming movement as
we have known it is dead." People
all over the world are waking up to
the possibility that they have maybe
been sold a bag of goods. The latest
BBC News poll conducted this month
found that 25 percent of the 1,000
polled believe global warming is not
happening. This number is up from
the 10 percent found through the

same poll conducted just three months
ago. In addition, a separate poll found
that a mere 26 percent believe global
warming can "now be established as
largely man-made."

about the melting away of the
Himalayan glaciers was debunked
by one of its own scientists. This
devastating scenario posited by the
IPCC predicted that these glaciers,

"OPPOSING DATA AND DIVERSE VIEWPOINTS SHOULD
NOT ONLY BE ALLOWED, BUT WELCOMED.
"
The global warming backlash began
with Climategate just a few months
ago, when a collection of e-mails
exchanged among some of the world's
leading climatologists was leaked.
Although the leak did not seriously
damage the global warming argument
initially, it did provide the foundation
for the abundance of embarrassment
that would follow. Among what was
revealed included a plot to block the
publishing of opposing research and
the vast distorting of data. Soon after,
another disclosure resulted in the
International Panel on Climate Change
[IPCC] admitting its longstanding
claim that global warming would
soon destroy the Amazon rainforest
to be entirely unfounded by any
substantial scientific source. On the
eve of Copenhagen, the IPCC was
caught again when a 2007 report

the sole water source for over a billion
people in Asia, would melt entirely by
the year 2035.
The chairman of the IPCC,
Rajendra Pacharui, has continued to
shrug off these frequent revelations;
however, what he cannot deny is the
quickly disintegrating credibility
of his organization. What most
people don't understand is that
the IPCC is an intergovernmental
body, a faction of the United
Nations made up of delegates that
are appointed by governments
and other organizations. Since its
formation, it has been a political
organization with a set agenda.
Thus, its findings do not necessarily
require a steadfast adherence to the
strict ethical code set by the scientific
community. Real science is based on
communal integrity and a universal

goal to discover the truth about our
environment. Opposing data and
diverse viewpoints should not only
be allowed, but welcomed. That
is interesting, considering globalwarming alarmists seem to have
a vested interest in covering up
anything that could be damaging
to their "settled" science! If
anthropogenic global warming does
exist without question, then why
not welcome challenging research to
make the case stronger?
In no way am I saying that the IPCC
reports are entirely inaccurate, nor that
climate change does not exist, or that
humans are largely to blame. What
I am saying is that global warming
alarmists have profoundly discredited
both themselves and their science. In
fact, they have given the entire scientific
community a bad name. I took a course
that was entirely dedicated towards
pushing the theory of global warming,
but that is just it: The "science" is really
only a theory. Does anyone really know
what is causing climate change? Don't
take everything the media, the United
Nations, or even your professor says to
be solid truth. Challenge them, do your
own research, and decide for yourself.

February 11, 2010

COMMENTARY

12 The Cowl

Service With More
Than Just a Smile
by Tim Fleming '10
Commentary Staff
SOCIETY

There are hundreds of thousands
of individuals who have committed
themselves to the service of others
after natural disasters like Hurricane
Katrina, the 2004 Indian Ocean
Tsunami, and most recently, the
earthquake in Haiti. Others choose to
serve when terrorist attacks cripple
a nation's ability to progress while
some will join the Peace Corps to
distribute vaccines in remote nations
to those who have the greatest need.
Our college seems to be in step with
these actions, especially when one
thinks of the many service clubs on
campus devoted to a variety of causes.
Doubting the helpfulness or integrity
of these endeavors and projects would
be contemptible, though it should be
noted that in certain cases community
service can actually be a hindrance
rather than a boon. I know this
sounds crazy, but there are numerous
examples throughout history of
service going awry.
In the Feb. 3, issue of USA Today,
Ken Dilanian reported that "after
receiving $8.3 billion in foreign aid
since 1969, Haiti is 25 percent poorer
than it was in 1945." This is a prime
example of when service without a
plan can backfire. My classmates and
I split quite unevenly in our most
recent Public and Community Service
101 class regarding this question. Is
immediate action the best policy for
problem solving, or is a more paced,
thought-out timeline better in the long
run? Four of us claimed that jumping
into any service opportunity as fast as
you can just to do something little that
might help was irresponsible, and the
other twelve believed that assuming
a service opportunity as immediate
as possible was best. Our minority of
four argued that all service should be
well thought out so as to not offend a

"Mr. Woods"

culture or further worsen a situation. It
seemed as if our challengers saw our
position as one devoid of emotion,
while we thought it simply combined
heart and mind.
Another risk of thoughtless service
is the possibility of valuing the work
one is doing rather than the people one
is working for. This risk is increased
greatly when service is rushed into.
To build a house is just that: building
a house. However, to rebuild a home
for a family that lost theirs in a fire is
a completely different project. Many
would cry foul here and exclaim
that I'm involving rhetoric too much
in my argument, but what some
call semantics in this context, I call
purpose. One of the most magnificent
aspects of serving others are the others
themselves, and to lose this connection
in the details of the task itself is to lose
the core meaning of service.
Finally,
rushing into
service
without a plan can occasionally lead
to the devaluation of dignity. It sounds
crazy, but simply choosing to help
solve someone's problems without
connecting on a human level with
him is dangerous. If you knock on
someone's door with a clipboard and
ask them which groceries they were
not able to afford this week and then
subsequently note and purchase those
items for them you may begin to teach
people to appreciate their "deficiencies"
rather than their strengths. This is the
worst kind of transgression because
it promotes complacency and comfort
in situations that might otherwise be
elevated.
You see? Maybe I'm not so crazy
after all. I should note that this article
is not meant in any way to accuse the
Providence College community (or
anybody for that matter) of committing
these offenses nor to discourage
students from devoting themselves
to the service of others. In fact, the
opposite is meant: Serve others as
frequently as possible, but do so not
only with a heart on your sleeve, but
also your head on your shoulders.

"A Change Is Gonna Come,"
So Why Can't We Get Over It?
choice. Now, he is trying to enact
some sort of change, and people
are getting upset. Even some of
those who supported him during
Personal Reflection
his campaign resist the change they
advocated only a year ago. Why? I
What is it about change that is so don't care to know; after all, the fact
reprehensible to the human person? that Obama was capable of getting
It seems every time something himself elected President is good
changes, everyone is all upset about, enough proof that he shouldn't be
it, or everyone cries out for change allowed to do the job. That goes for
but when it comes they're not happy any politician: They're all frauds.
Whatever. When it comes down
about it. They changed Facebook
again, and while there wasn't as big to it, as human beings we always
an uproar as last time (after all, it's resist change whether it's going
more expected by now), some people to be for our betterment or not. I
are still getting all bent out of shape know that the transitions between
over it. It may be cliche to say, but middle school and high school and
change is a necessary part of life. All then into college were all hard for
living is by definition change; we me, not because I had any difficulty
have to move forward in time and in making new friends, or handling the
each moment, nothing is exactly the workload, but because I didn't like
same as the last. It's something we all the fact that my life had to change in
have to deal with, and it's something order for it to continue. Now I'm a
that (amusingly enough) won't senior in college and about to embark

by Ben Perry TO
Commentary Staff

I DIDN’T LIKE THE FACT THAT MY LIFE HAD TO
CHANGE IN ORDER FOR ITTO CONTINUE.
change about the way things work in
the world.
Change, change, change. I'm not
one for politics, but you had to be
living under a rock if you didn't hear
that word connected to Obama's
presidential campaign. That word is
probably what won him the election.
It didn't matter what kind of change
it was he advocated (after all, he
made sure not ever to give specifics
because that's the kind of thing that
can hurt a politician), it just mattered
that something was different. By
using the word "change" Obama
allowed every citizen to believe that
the change he stood for was the one
they wanted most. He sucked in
a public eager to be deceived; his
campaign was won by good word

on the next stage of my journey—
real life (shudder). Am I scared? Not
really. Am I worried about it? Not
particularly. But I'm still in denial
because I am not that excited for my
life to change once again.
You'd think we'd get used to it after
being around it for so long. We'd stop
trying to form routines and habits
based on things we can't control.
We'd stop trying to impose order on
an apparently chaotic universe. But
we haven't done that; we still seem
surprised when things aren't as they
once were. Change happens almost
constantly and we manage to trick
ourselves into believing that things
can remain the same. In that way, the
only thing that doesn't change is our
naivety.

By Derek Knox '11
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Super Indifferent About
the Supermajority
make me seem like a hypocritical
hippie liberal, but maybe he should
by Andy Kowal TO
have. Maybe he should have shoved
Commentary Staff
health care reform down the American
people's throats because it is the right
thing to do. If people are too stupid—
POLITICS
yes, too stupid—to recognize that our
A few weeks ago, the Democrats in health care system is broken and that
the Senate lost their supermajority (60 covering everyone is the only way
seats) with the election of Republican to bring down costs and make sure
Scott Brown in Massachusetts. A lot has no one dies because of lack of health
been said concerning the implications insurance, then maybe it should be
of this new electoral composition. My shoved down people's throats.
Republicans have shown time
opinion: It will not make that much of
and again that they have no desire
a difference.
The Democrats were not using the to work with this president, so let's
supermajority anyway. In 2006 (the stop going to them, hat in hand,
first year I was eligible to vote) I was ashamed of having progressive ideals.
so excited that the Democrats had won Conservatives have always been on
back the House of Representatives the wrong side of history. We would
and the Senate. In 2008 I proudly not have the New Deal, Civil Rights,
voted for Barack Obama and was or an end to slavery in this country if
ecstatic that there was now a conservatives had their way. So I say
supermajority in the Senate. This yes, shove progressive ideals down the
meant that progressive initiatives throats of American people because it
could finally get through without is those ideals that make America a
having to appease conservatives. better place to live.
Can you imagine what President
But that did not
George W. Bush would do with
happen.
a supermajority? We would be
On
health
bombing Iran and building
care reform,
Starbucks in Iraq.
President
Everyone's social
Obama tried
check
security
initially
to
will be worthless
leave it up to
since it would
Congress, who
all be privatized
cannot decide
when the market
what to have for
crashed,
gays
breakfast never
wouldn't
be
mind what should
allowed
to
be in an historic piece
be
wedding
of legislation. Then he
planners,
outlined what he wanted
water boarding
and tried to get a bipartisan
would be an
approach (a noble effort
approved
but one that proved
technique
for
ineffective). Spending
police to use, and
too much time trying
all
regulations
to get the Republicans
would be lifted. We would
on board, who were never going
go for it, he failed to create a consensus sink into a deep depression. Obviously
within his own party—which is why it this is a little exaggerated (but only a
took months before the Senate passed little, which is the scary thing).
Now, many say that Obama should
a watered-down version in Dec. 2009.
Now it is Feb. 2010 and the fate of not be focused on health care reform
health care reform is looking dimmer and should only focus on jobs. Like
every day. Are you telling me that with he cannot do both for some reason.
a majority of 59 seats in the Senate Maybe his predecessor could handle
and a large majority in the House you only one thought at a time but Obama
is an incredibly intelligent man. He
cannot get anything through?
It is true because in the Senate there has the correct thinking on policy. His
is this thing called a filibuster in which only problem, and where he actually
the minority can kill a bill unless it should be a little more like Bush, is
sustains 60 votes. Now, do not get with politics. Be partisan, slam these
me wrong, as much as I am angry at initiatives through because this is
the Democrats for squandering this a unique opportunity. In three or
unique opportunity, I am 10 times as seven years we may be stuck with a
upset with the Republicans. They have President Romney, or Huckabee, or
taken the stance of just saying "No" God help us all—Palin! We need to do
to everything. It is politics at its worst what we can to get America moving
on the right course.
and it drives me insane.
Many tea-party-minded people
In summary, I'm mad at Obama
rejoiced after Brown's election saying and the Democrats and I loathe
that it would stop the President from Republicans. Please send all hate mail
shoving health care reform down the to www.thecowl.com. Good day.
American people's throats. I know
what I am about to say is going to
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Tirades

An Unexpected Text. Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2010 @ 4:37 p.m. Subj: H1N1
Clinic. MSG: Students are reminded that an H1N1 Vaccination Clinic will be
held next week on Tuesday February 16, 2010, from 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. in '64
Hall, Slavin Center.
Sent: Saturday, February 13, 2010 @ 2:18 a.m. Subj: Swinme Cliniccc. MSG:
CEOME TO THE SW'INE FLU SHOT CLI6NIC SO U DON'T GET SWIENE
FLU AND DIEEE. ITS IN 64 HA4L 4ND ITS GONA B THE BESTT CLIMIC
EVERRR!!!

Sent: Monday, February 15, 2010 @ 4:42 p.m. Subj: li
H1N1 Clinic. MSG: Students are further reminded that
an H1N1 Vaccination Clinic will be held tomorrow,
Tuesday February 16, 2010, from 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
in '64 Hall, Slavin Center. Students are also reminded
to disregard any and all text messages that I send while
I've been drinking.
I guess even the automatic mass text system at PC isn't
immune to drunk texts.

— Chris Slavin '12

Black-handed Compliment. Chris Matthews' recent comment that he "forgot
Obama was black" during the hour of the president's State of the Union
Address might have been meant as complimentary. The remark from the
MSNBC talk show host, however, ought to raise several immediate concerns
regarding our president's race. Like much of the press, liberals often display
an inability to see past our president's skin color. As with Harry Reid's (D-NV)
racial remarks on the 2008 campaign trail, Matthews seems to view Obama as
nothing more than a "light-skinned black man with no Negro dialect." Perhaps
Matthews' point was that Obama did such a good job during the speech that
he was surprised that a black man delivered it. Matthews' level of expectations
for African Americans should be a concern to all of us striving for a post-racial
society. It is strange that such comments from Reid and Matthews have elicited
little or no protest from the media. — Mark Scirocco '10

The Split Decision. H.W. Fowler, last century's English usage guru, observed
that most Anglophones neither know nor care what a split infinitive is. An
infinitive is, as Dave Barry writes, "the word to and whatever comes right
behind it," although his examples of "to a tee," "to the best of my ability,"
and "tomato" are, of course, tongue-in-cheek. Whence the taboo on splitting?
As David Foster Wallace notes, "Latin infinitives consist of one word and
are impossible to as it were split, and the earliest English Prescriptivists—so
enthralled with Latin that their English usage guides were actually written in
Latin—decided that English infinitives shouldn't be split either." I cannot get
on board with Wallace's derision here; the logic of the pro-s.i. position sooner
or later evinces the premise that anything one can do, one should do. While I
try not to be an anti-split dogmatist, I was raised never to commit this oncegrave solecism. My brother and I, in fact, use a referee-style hand signal to
note its appearances. I advocate a general effort "to boldly go where no man
has gone" for quite some time: into a realm of respect for tradition and the
Latinate roots of our native tongue. — Jeremiah Begley '10
Mission Accomplished. Growing up reading every book I could get my hands on,
writing endless papers and critical analyses, and watching Rory Gilmore ascend from
her position first as a staff writer and then as editor of The Yale Daily News, I always
knew I wanted to write for my own college paper. I envisioned it perfectly—the
comer desk with my desktop encasing all my articles, the staff hustling and bustling
about the office, and midway through the week, the issue we had all worked long
and hard on would be printed and distributed throughout campus for the hundreds
of thousands of avid readers to pore over. The primary reason behind this drive to
write for The Cowl was the hope that it would engage our college community and
trigger points of discussion over the dinner table at Ray. In the beginning, I was a bit
discouraged because it felt like our campus was prone to apathy when it came to
certain issues, yet instead of students shying away from controversial and pertinent
issues that affect our society, I have found that all our campus needs is a bit of a
push. No matter what our views, we all want to voice them, as we should, for it is
our privilege as college students and as writers. If anything, responses, both positive
and negative, to any individual piece of work, always show signs of a student body
willing to engage in a good debate, because who doesn't love worthy opponents?
— Viviana Garcia '12
A Friendly Reminder. Just in time for Valentine's Day—all you lovebirds,
keep this in mind. It is frustrating losing a friend because her life is consumed
by a relationship. We are in college and are not middle-aged married couples
so it is perfectly acceptable to ditch the boy toy from time to time to go out
with just the girls. Or vice versa, I am sure guys miss out on spending time
with their friends because they have to cuddle with their needy girlfriends.
You truly know that a relationship is unhealthy when the friends hate the
person their friend is dating. This usually causes serious issues. Who do I
choose? Bros before hoes or hoes before bros? Pick the friend. After all, the best
mirror in this life is a good friend and they are usually right. Relationships are
fleeting at our age and a good guy or girl is not one that puts constraints on
your life. — Jenn DiPirro '12
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Letters to the Editor
Angry Accounting Majors Denounce Slavin '12's Accusation

Student Stands by Swift
Although in grander eras men
would set sail to defend the honor
of girls like Taylor Swift, The Cowl
columnist Tim Fleming '11 would
prefer to remain in harbor as he
expressed a disproportionate amount
of angst towards her in his column in
last week's The Cowl. Americans like
Taylor because she represents the flirty
girl next door that every blue-blooded
American male wants as their prom
date, and every mother wants to see on
her son's arm walking down the aisle.
Apparently
betaboy
Fleming
cannot grasp that Taylor's a twentyyear-old girl and it's in her DNA to
obsess over relationships. I applaud
Taylor for being openly vulnerable
and making it perfectly clear that she
needs a man despite the protests of
few stocky, thick-jawed, banshees who
screech "patriarchal fascist" every
time a woman refuses to sublimate
her natural, socio-biological desires.
Worse was Fleming's faux moral
outrage that Taylor dared to compare

herself to a "Scarlet Letter" in her
song "Love Story". Fleming must have
omitted his critical reading SATs from
his Providence College application
as any fifth grader could surmise
that her quip was not an allusion
to questionable moral behavior. If
Fleming is such a reactionary, then
why did he fail to disparage the
androgynous, sadomasochist, Lady
GaGa, or deplore Lil' Wayne's lyrical
obsession with oral sex and marijuana?
In this age of inversed values, Fleming
thought he could escape with a cheap
shot at a wholesome girl while allowing
the aforementioned dysfunctional
exhibitionists to continue to march in
the parade of cultural garbage. Maybe
Fleming's personal tastes are the
Ani DiFranco, "all men are rapists,"
unshaven types, but in a world gone
ugly, the rest of us prefer the elegant
Southern belle.

— Tim Dionisopoulos '11

"Rules of the Rock":
Keeping the Peace Among Roommates
by Jeff Gahan '11
Commentary Staff

rooms. But the greatest part of our
collective reasoning is the creativity of
some of our rules.
Campus
If someone's personal food is left in
the common room, it is fair game. If
Every time I open the door to Suites someone wants food to himself, it cannot
506, I do not know what to expect. If enter the bounds of the common area,
you were to walk in right now, there for once it does, the vultures attack. This
would be empty pizza boxes and work weekend I mistakenly left a huge box of
boots cluttering tide floor immediately pretzels out in the common room, and
before you, with popcorn covering most it was demolished. Gone. But there can
of the area around the couches and TV. be no complaints since I knew the rules,
Band equipment, ski equipment, and and everyone had agreed upon them.
backpacks lie around as if any point in Another thing that we have come up
the room could be transformed into a with—that is much harder in practice
stage, mountain, or library. Since there but sounds really good in theory—is that
are so many people with very different when items are left in the sink and not
agendas, schedules, and desires, it is cleaned within 24 hours, the room can
hard to keep the room clean and tolerable remove these items to the trash, without
according to everyone's standards. The question. So to get around this, silverware
and plates are kept
sink is completely out of
in individual rooms
order, filled with dishes
because if someone
that are likely only to be
were to use my
cleaned when someone
plate and not clean
is being paid to do it. For
it because it was in
most of us in the room,
the common room,
these
housekeeping
my plate would get
activities fall way below
thrown out, even
normal daily processing.
though I wasn't the
Laundry lies wherever it
one who used it.
lands, and especially in
Paper plates and
the winter, coats usually
plastic
silverware
take up more seats than
have also been used
people do. So what are
to get around our
we supposed to do to
own rules.
keep order and maintain
Finally, our room
a homeostasis in the
is
decorated
in a good
room so that no one feels
enough way that
too agitated by other
we feel it makes up
roommates?
for our laziness and
Establishing
rules
TREASUREDANEW.CATEKEEPERHOME.COM messiness. We have
has made things go a lot
old record covers
easier, but there are still some items up for
discussion. We have bathroom cleaning hanging on the walls, many different
schedules in place that must be adhered types of posters, and several other
to, and that, surprisingly, is never the random things, like a poker table cover
issue. Keeping the vanity area clean has for our common table, even though we
proven to be much more difficult. We have never played poker on it. Our room
try to have weekly collective cleaning has been dubbed "The Rock," and it
of the common room in particular, will be interesting to see if it lives up to
usually before the weekend begins, but its expectations. So my suggestions for
the things that are being cleaned are maintaining a stable and healthy common
from last weekend's adventures. As far living environment is establishing rules
as individual rooms go, there are no set that everyone can live by, enforcing
boundaries as to how messy they are them with realistic and practical means,
allowed to get Usually, when it gets and making sure everyone brings up
unbearable for us, which takes a lot in issues as they arise, rather than waiting
comparison to other people's standards, for a build-up to unleash way too many
we dean our own areas of our individual emotions at once.

Calling accounting majors cowards is uncalled for. Since when is it a crime to pick
a field that can provide you with a steady job? In the real world, the only thing that
counts when your rent comes is the money you need to pay it, not the hopes and
dreams you have for yourself. If accounting is a field that you enjoy deep down and
can provide you with a good living and the basis for a happy life, how are you a
coward for choosing it? If all accounting majors were as miserable as the author leads
you to believe, do you really think we would still be accounting majors? Safety and
security can only go so far.

- Brittiny Hamm '12
Accounting is the language of business. With the knowledge I've learned here at PC
in my accounting classes, I know that I will successfully enter the business world and
be a valuable asset in any line of business, I know that I will be able to do whatever
I want. With my accounting degree, there are no limits. In the article, it says that life
is about passion and enjoying what you do. There is no doubt in my mind that I
will be enjoying my life for the rest of my days thanks to the freedom I have and the
knowledge I have gained from accounting. To all my colleagues, may we continue to
do what we love and follow whatever path our passion takes us on.

— Andrew Mizera '11

To say that this commentary piece is offensive would be putting it extremely politely.
Besides the fact that the writer is blatantly insulting his own roommates and now
past-tense friends, it seems that his arguments are completely unfounded and biased
as he openly admits before continuing his incredibly rude tirade. To suggest that
the accountancy major is "safe" implies that it is easy and anyone could pursue
this major. Obviously, this is certainly not the case as any informed person would
know that a student should definitely not consider the accounting major if they are
not prepared for the grueling amount of hours and work involved. Those who did
not perform any research towards the accountancy major, such as the author of the
commentary, may not realize that accounting is more often than not a stepping stone
to other possible jobs, leading to a variety of professions in a number of different
fields.
— Suzanne McKenna TO

We had the guts to decide on a major that was not only challenging, but requires real
world application, professional communication, and the utmost integrity. Although
Mr. Slavin may be correct in the job security that accounting majors often find, that
does not make us any more cowardly than a student who has a chosen to attend
college because they would like to one day have a career. As for not being passionate
about their major, I do not think that it is fair to make this assumption based off of a
few complaints coming from two roommates who are grueling over their accounting
homework. Furthermore, majoring in something that you are not passionate about
does not mean that you will feel that way for your entire adult life. Many graduates
end up with a career they love, even though they never expected their college major
to lead them to it.

— Sarah Dowling '11
Mr. Slavin, I truly appreciated your commentary on the professional and educational
life choices of accounting majors at Providence College. Your article displayed
an uncommon reservoir of ignorance, compiled through incoherent assertions,
discontinuous prose, and poor grammatical skills that further served to deteriorate
any substantive argument that you intended to convey. Perhaps you are not aware,
but sometimes life, including the prospect of paying tide bills and feeding a family,
requires the intellectually laborious investment of time and energy toward future
goals. Mr. Slavin, the passion that you believe to be devoid among accounting majors
could not be more unfounded.
— Drew Dibenedetto '11

Perhaps the only valid argument Slavin made was that if a student is only in their
major to get a job and isn't actually interested in the topic, they're in it for the wrong
reason. I completely agree and if someone feels that way, they should switch no
matter what major it is. However, as an English major and Assistant Commentary
Editor I would hope that Slavin will learn to write commentaries founded on truth,
not fiction. I also hope in the future The Cowl is a forum to celebrate our differences
rather than be critical of them.
— Erin Kelly '11
In response to this editor's challenge to explain the major, many of us actually find
the business field interesting. Accounting is the language of business. Having a
strong background in this field allows one to truly understand the workings of most
business organizations. A major in accounting leads to many different career paths.
Students do not neccesarily stay in public accounting or even in the accounting
profession, although yes, many people do enjoy it. An accounting degree opens
doors for students to immediately gain positions of responsibility and allows them
to gain valuable experience quickly that leads to an accelerated career path not
neccesarily in the field of accounting. The Cowl Assistant Commentary may wish to
do a bit more research!

— Ann Galligan Kelley, Associate Professor of Accountancy

As an accounting major myself, I can assure you that my insides are not corroding,
Chris. But is there any better feeling than getting an A on the test and knowing that I
rose to the challenge and succeeded? Absolutely not. Don't be a coward by judging
people that have different interests.

— Brendan Zeigler '11

Editor's Note: Due to space constraints, The Cowl could not print all of

the responses. They are available in full at www.thecowl.com.

February 11, 2010

COMMENTARY

The Cowl 15

V-Day 2010
Students Voice Their Support for

While others may not agree with the morality or immorality portrayed in
The Vagina Monologues, what is important to remember is that just because one
might disagree with an action does not mean that it does not happen. Rape
is real, as is female genital mutilation, as is the shame associated with being
a woman and not being a man. Viviana Garcia claims in her commentary
that The Vagina Monologues "degrades a woman's self-image to being solely
defined by her body and sexual organs." Performing the monologues does
exactly the opposite of what she is suggesting and lets women become more
than just a vagina, by giving them the chance to speak about subjects others
have claimed they should be ashamed of, not spoken about, or could not
have happened in the first place. The Vagina Monologues is important because
it conveys that no matter what decisions you make, no matter what horrible
unspeakable things have happened to you, that every woman has worth and
has the ability to tell her story. Speaking up, rather than staying silent, is the
empowerment that comes from The Vagina Monologues. It lets other women
know that despite their own difficulties that they are not alone.
As for Garcia's commentary on AIDS, HPV and condom usage, these things
have nothing to do with The Vagina Monologues, and might be better used
elsewhere.

—Laura Bucci '10

Well it seems to be that time of the year again, when Viviana Garcia renews
her personal vendetta on the "students of PC's" production of the Vagina
Monologues.This will be my second year involved with the monologues, so
yes, my opinion may be a little biased, however, I feel that any bias is offset
by my gender. I am a guy. I do not have a vagina, I am not an uber-feminist.
My first point of divergence with Garcia's thinking is where she claims,
"there is no liberation in chanting the word vagina..." The word that is chanted
in that monologue is in fact, "cunt," and the purpose is, as the monologue
says, to reclaim it. That word is often used not to refer to a vagina but as a
horrible slur against females. The monologue is about an attempt to remove
the violence, anger, and power from the word. Its about women taking back
the word and redefining it. It is not about reducing a woman's importance to
her vagina.
This leads me to my next criticism, in which Garcia describes how she
feels as though Eve Ensler chooses to focus on her "ignored vagina" and
instead should focus on legislation around sexual violence. Ensler is not alone
in feeling that her vagina is ignored. In the society we live in, women are
faced with an enormous sexual inequality. Sex is often viewed from a man's
perspective, in which the sex is all about the man's pleasure and enjoyment,
and unfortunately, many women are raised to feel the same way. The vagina
IS ignored. No one seems to care about how a woman experiences sex, or
what she gets out of it, and Ensler does women a service by bringing this to
light.
I would also like to refute Garcia's absurd statement that "V-Day raising
funds to combat violence against women" is a myth. Does she know where
these funds go? Has she even read the spotlights about women in the Congo,
being sexually mutilated with anything men there can fit inside them? To
think that money has no effect on these women is absolutely ignorant. At the
very least it raises awareness of the issue and provides medical treatment for
the survivors of this brutality.
My least favorite accusation is that "the play promotes the very attitude
that often leads to sexual violence." The play does not promote sexual
promiscuity, but rather, sexual pride. It teaches women not to be afraid to
enjoy sex, and be a dominant participant in it, instead of just the receptacle
of a man's pleasure. I would argue that women who are sexually empowered
would have more control over who they choose to have sex with, and would
be more careful in this selection, which I think would reduce sexual violence
and victimization.
This is just my opinion, I freely admit I am no expert on sexual violence,
but then again, neither is Garcia.

—Joseph Mort TO

The V-Day Students of Providence College will perform The Vagina Monologues
at Beneficent Congregational Church, 300 Weybosset Street on February 18 and
February 20.

The Vagina Monologues

I agree with Viviana Garcia's point in her article "Exposing the Myths and
Fallacies of the Monologues" that it is important for students to investigate
not only the Vagina Monologues, but any cause or movement. Although she
makes this excellent point, it is perhaps the only aspect of her profoundly
poor tasting article that offers any sound advice concerning the play.
The aim of the play is to raise awareness of violence against women whether it be the atrocities currently occurring the Congo, female genital
mutilation, or the struggle of the Japanese comfort women. Eve Ensler's goal
in writing the Monologues was not to reduce women to a body part, but to
get women talking about topics that our society hushes up. Ensler is right in
this regard - we don't think about vaginas; it is too uncomfortable a topic.
No, violence against women will not end due to the funds raised by VDay
alone, but the money will certainly help. And, because we are being factual:
half of the funds raised by the students performing the Vagina Monologues
go to the Women's Fund of Rhode Island and the other half goes to women
in the Congo, the most dangerous place in the world for women today. As
we continually fight abstract and hypothetical arguments about whether or
not the Monologues should be performed on campus, or what the ban means
regarding student voice, the reality is that Congolese women fear even
walking outside in their country. The Congolese girl captured by soldiers
and raped on a daily basis is probably not worrying about cervical cancer
when she is fighting to simply survive.
The Vagina Monologues are about empowerment. They are about
reclaiming what it is to be a woman - and yes, that does include integrity,
intelligence and strength. The Monologues are more than screaming
"vagina" on stage, they are themselves empowering to listen to and let
women across the world know that they are not alone in their struggle.
I encourage and invite all students and faculty members at Providence
College to experience the play live this month and let the Monologues speak
to them.
I think even Ms. Garcia would stand a lot to gain by seeing the performance.
—Victoria Brown TO

Congratulations Ms. Garcia on writing this year's first tirade against the
Vagina Monologues. I sincerely hope you can attend this year's showing, so
as to better inform your piece next year. A play is meant to be seen, heard,
and experienced for full understanding. Also, the book fails to include
various crucial spotlight monologues, which I am sure will interest you.
Unfortunately, the money raised will not stop all violence against women;
it will be split between a battered women's shelter in Providence and an
NGO working with women in the Congo.
My first two years at Providence College, I too thought the Vagina
Monologues were unnecessary, reductive, and demeaning. I rolled my eyes at
those obnoxious bra-burning feminazis. Until I started better understanding
what happens every single weekend on the Providence College campus:
sexual assault. It happened to me, and it happened to most of my female
friends while at PC. Women of Providence College: WAKE UP! When that
guy has been forcing Long Islands down your throat all night and somehow
gets your staggering self to his room and locks the door and suddenly you're
saying no and things keep progressing until you give up resisting, that's not
a hookup, that's assault. And it happens every weekend at PC.
Parietals? Effectively preventing the report of rape since installment. The
PC culture of binge drinking, casual hookups, questionable social rules, and
religiosity silences women, especially on the subject of their sexuality and
sexual experiences. The Vagina Monologues are produced each year to break
this silence. Yes, they talk about controversial themes, but that's because
female sexuality is experienced in many different ways, and not all of them
may be comfortable for you.
The Vagina Monologues are not so much about the monologues themselves,
although they offer eye-opening glimpses at the complexity of female
sexuality, but about opening the audience up to the idea that women can,
and should, talk about their vaginas and their sexuality. Open conversation
and debate are key in educating ourselves, whether in academics or social
issues. If women are silenced, this debate cannot occur. True, the monologues
do not represent every woman's perspective, but that is the point- to create
a safe opportunity for women to explore their own experiences. Still think
we don't need to talk about our vaginas? Until women can talk openly about
our sexuality, we cannot truly own it. Until we own our sexuality, we cannot
protect it.
Women and their opinions are not cherished on the Providence College
campus, otherwise we would have the freedom to talk about our experiences,
both good and bad. PC administration: take your heads out of the clouds. It
doesn't matter what the Roman Catholic Church's teachings on sexuality are
if your students are still getting raped in their dorms and can't talk about it.
—Lisa Hofer '09
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by John Vaghi TO
Editor-in-Chief

Most Confounding: At first I thought that the Audi A3 TDI commercial
was mocking the environmental movement since flamboyant eco-cops wearing
green short-shorts and riding Segways to cheesy '80s themed music is never a
situation we tend to take seriously. Nevertheless, Audi managed to turn that
environmentalist lampoon into a serious advertisement for its dean diesel
Green Car of the Year. Go green, my friends, or be pummeled by Al Gore meets
Paul Blart.
Best Use of a Celebrity: Lots to choose from here: Jeff Bridges doing the
voiceover for Hyundai, Betty White and Abe Vigoda getting tackled for Snickers,
T-Pain auto tuning about Bud Light and guacamole, Stevie Wonder punch
dubbing Tracy Morgan for Volkswagen...but the winner here has to be Chevy
Chase and Beverly D'Angelo reprising their roles as the dysfunctional Griswolds
for Homeaway.com. Look for the Griswold's dilapidated Family Truckster to
make a comeback because of this spot. That runs on dean diesel, doesn't it?

Most Heartwarming Example of Big Brother Ominously Lurking
Behind that Comer: Google had one of the most romantic and genuinely
touching ads of recent memory; a love story told, rather well, through queries
entered into a search field. The spot portrayed Google on a more personal level,
integrating the corporation into some of our most important human experiences.
It also reminded us that Google has complete control over our lives and, without
the ability to search, we would be rendered completely useless as a sodety.

Most Irrationally Conceited: Not only does Megan Fox arrogantly assume
that people will make a big fuss over a picture of her garishly tattooed body
sloshing around in a bathtub, but she goes on to suggest that a picture like that
would wreak havoc on sodety's easily aroused male population. The problem is
that she's shooting with a Motorola Devour and its archaic three megapixel camera;
the people in that commerdal probably thought they received a candid of Betty
White.. .in which case I wholeheartedly approve of their lust-driven mishaps.
Best Rip-Off: McDonalds' contemporary spin on their famous Bird-Jordan
spot of 1993 featuring LeBron James and Dwight Howard was a solid example
of today's tendency to regurgitate old ideas, but the Boost Mobile remake of
the '85 Bears Super Bowl Shuffle showcasing a grizzled Jim McMahon was
particularly difficult to swallow (plus most of Boost Mobile's target audience
was probably too young to even know about that ragtag Chicago team and their
legendary antics). The commercial's only redeeming factor: Classic Ditka.
Least Likely to Make You Want to Buy the Product: Michael C. Hall,
aka Dexter Morgan, the serial killer on Showtime's Dexter, doing the narration
for the Dodge Charger commercial was a bit unsettling. As much as I love the
idea of Dexter driving a Charger, I'd prefer to stay away from car dealerships
that employ those who ceremoniously chop people up and toss their entrails
into the gulf stream.

by John Mango Tl
A&E Staff

Most Likely to Make Me Jealous: Alright. I've done some stuff in my life.
I've put out a fire for my mom with baking soda. I've soothed a beautiful woman's
aching leg with vinegar and explained it to her in Italian. I've delivered an albino
tiger's cub without the use of epidurals whilst on a safari. I have saved both a bus
of cheerleaders and a bus of babies from a twister with my knowledge of all things
meteorological. But damn you Cars.com. I've never ridden a bike.

Most Likely to Start a Riot: When the Boston Red Sox won the world series
in 1918, Pompeii was burned to the ground in the resulting riots. Baseball (or
stickball as it was referred to then) has an eighth of the fanship as Harry Potter.
And how many times have you seen that Facebook group "Screw this, I'm going to
Hogwarts"? Well, I bring you dire news. Now you can in fact go to Hogwarts. You
can imbibe a heady draught of butterbeer. You can lick the skies upon a Firebolt.
You can make out in the Gryffindor common room with a Hermione look-alike.
You can get eaten by a Cerberus. This. Will. Change. The. World. I imagine it shall
be more exclusive than Harvard, more erudite than Oxford, and cheesier than
Pheonix.com. Welcome, my friends, to the age of the Potter.
Most Likely to Become Shadows and Dust Maximus: Russell Crowe is
good at three things. Fighting. Drinking. Fighting camera guys. And when not
engaged in those hilarious and venerable pastimes he sometimes acts in movies.
And some of them are good. And one of them has an epictude factor off the Richter
scale. Yes. Love in Limbo. Also Gladiator is kind of good. And it looks like they've
made a sequel that relies less on the gladius and more on the bow and arrow, but
it's still done in a British accent. Anyway, I'm prepared to have my mind blown
with violence, a couple of good one-liners, and maybe some weird sexual tension
between a royal brother and sister (that tends to be common amongst the upper
class). I just hope they show that cool William Tell legend in the movie; Robin
Hood just isn't the same without it.
Most Likely to Be One of Those Things that Tries to Be a Fad But Won't:
The Pump-ups. The Light-ups. The Heelies. The Moonbounces. All of these were
genius. But the Shape Ups? Yeah Sketchers, listen, you've never been cool, and now,
not only are you that unpopular kid in the class, you're the weird unpopular kid that
wears the dunce cap (I was actually that kid, so I guess I'm a hypocrite now too?).
Okay, in all seriousness, it is healthy to have an unhealthy spine. I was told that in
my Dianetics class and you know L. Ron Hubbard has never led anyone astray! I'll
just be happy when this weird shoe thing passes. I can't afford to keep up.

Most Likely to Become a New Disease: The signs your friends might be
milkaholics: extra thick bones (breaking one of them is a good way to check this
symptom), they always have a milk mustache, they are always holding napkins to get
rid of their milk mustache, they like milk in their coffee, they like milk in their cereal,
they like milk, they drink a lot of milk, when they drink something it's, milk. Beware.
This is the new silent killer. It takes nearly approximately a full lifetime to kill you,
but it might destroy families, and second hand milk drinking can affect children of
milkaholic adults. I smell a pandemic. And it smells like milk.
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Get Lost
by Sarah Dombroski T3
A&E Staff
On Jan. 8,2010, order was once again
restored to our world: President Obama
decided he would not interrupt the muchanticipated Lost season premiere with his
State of the Union address. White House
press secretary Robert Gibbs assured
viewers he "doesn't foresee a scenario
in which millions of people that hope to
finally get some conclusion in Lost are
preempted by the president." Thank
goodness our president is so considerate
of our television schedules—we were all
very worried.
But seriously, we were. This week,
Lost returned for its sixth and final
season, and once again, all of the show's
loyal fans got lost in the tangled web of
answered questions that provoke new
questions, which, in turn, un-answer
the previously answered questions.
Lost is a stressful and frustrating
viewing experience for this reason, but
because it's crucial to tune in to every
single episode, all the while hoping
for some kind of clue (because we all
know that answers are just too much
to ask for), it's captivating, and thus,
addicting.
Season six started with the sudden
and powerful fade to white that
concluded season five. During this
moment, Lost viewers could imagine
one of the only two possible scenarios
playing out: Either Faraday's plan
worked and survivors of the crash
more or less hit the reset button and
were back on Oceanic Flight 815, or
it did not work and they would have
to figure out how to cope. Seemingly
restricted to only those two options,
the writers got creative. Instead of
going only one route, they went both.
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"LA X" Presents New Possibilities

Presently, the storyline is being
told from two separate realities. On
the heels of a season that constantly
played with time, season six now
undertakes an entirely new dimension
of sci-fi while still being faithful to the
story. The first hour almost acted as a
temptress. Lost lured her fans into her
confusing labyrinth of ludicrous logic,
for everything seems rational in each
separate reality yet each existing in
conjunction is impossible. Is she asking
us to accept too much?
The answer is no. Although the
first hour threw a lot of punches right
out of the gate (the whole two-plots
debacle, reviving deceased characters,
and
making
everything
more
confusing in general), it succeeded in
keeping hold of its viewers for part
two of the premiere and, surprisingly
enough, cleared up a few important
discrepancies.
"LA X" heated up when we were
introduced to an exciting new set piece

that looked like it had been ripped
from an Indiana Jones movie. On
orders from Jacob (Mark Pellegrino)
to Hurley (Jorge Garcia), the gang
trekked out to the mysterious temple
first mentioned in season three in the
hopes of saving a badly wounded
Sayid (Naveen Andrews). There they
met a whole new set of Others, two of
whom are new, interesting characters
whose names have yet to be revealed.
On the other side of the island,
a previously unimportant storyline
has reached a major turning point.
The creepy and unpredictable Smoke
Monster has finally received a face,
and a familiar one at that. The fake
John Locke (Terry O'Quinn) has been
revealed as the Smoke Monster, and
Jacob's nemesis, with an agenda. With
new knowledge of this situation, the
concept of the Smoke Monster now
sheds some light on the events of past
seasons, and has the potential to result
in a very satisfying conclusion.

As for Sayid (who died and then
came back to life), his situation could
go in a number of different directions.
From the notion that his body is
harboring a resurrected Jacob, io the
hope that his momentary death could
provide him with some answers, the
possibilities for Sayid are endless and
the potential of a rich storyline coming
from this episode is mounting.
Despite the awkward pacing and
information overload of the first hour,
the second hour slowed everything
down and managed to provide an
intriguing and exciting premiere. "LA
X" didn't disappoint in my book. In
fact, it did exactly what a premiere is
supposed to do: get you excited for the
upcoming season. "LA X" presented us
with new characters, new locations, and
new questions (obviously), while still
keeping its original formula fresh. Keep
your eyes peeled for the new twists and
turns of Lost, every Tuesday at 9:00 p.m.
on ABC.

On Stage With Talk Radio
PC Students Bring Bogosian To The Stage
by Catherine Northington T2
A&E Editor
The Providence College community
is bringing Eric Bogosian's Pulitzer
Prize-nominated play Talk Radio to
life this weekend. The show, directed
by Providence College student Peter
Cunis '10, involves a cast and crew
comprised entirely of Providence
College students.
Talk Radio presents the story of Jewish
radio talk show host Barry Champlain
(Justin Pimentel TO), a hard-edged
provocateur
whose
inflammatory
observations ignite perpetual controversy
between him and a local Cleveland
audience. Champlain's militant demeanor
on his popular nighttime talk show, Night
Talk With Barry Champlain, propels him to
a fruitful career on Cleveland's WTLK.
At the opening of the play, uptight
WTLK exec Dan Woodruf (Patrick
Saunders T3) informs Champlain
that the show teeters on the brink of
national syndication, depending on
the success of that evening's program.
To Woodruf's dismay, Champlain
refuses to abandon his wildly
antagonistic nature and controversial
tactics for the sake of widespread
commercial acceptance. Champlain's
raw, cynical worldview provides
a blackly droll counterpoint to the
conventions fostered by the station's
mother company, Metroscan.
Champlain's hard-edged cynicism
and intensely combative personality
create a palpable tension; the
constant acrimony generates painful
discord between the host and his

listening audience, as well as in the
protagonist's personal relationships
with fellow characters.
Playwright Bogosian plays upon
the unpredictability of nighttime radio
callers with an array of unique and
often humorous characters, portrayed
skillfully by Kaitlin Fitzsimons TO,
Kelly Smith '12, Ted Boyce-Smith '11,
and Alexander MacIntyre '12.
Over the course of the show,
Champlain outrageously accuses caller
Glenn of bestiality, unsympathetically
reprimands distraught young caller
Debbie for her negligence in being
impregnated, and reacts with callous
indifference to caller Kent's apparent
medical emergency.
Conversely, many callers share a
strong distaste for the host himself, as
Champlain fields a surfeit of calls with
anti-Semitics, insulted citizens, and the
utterly offended public audience.
The
tangible
characters
in
Champlain's inner circle provide a
counterpoint to these faceless voices
in the night: producer Dan Woodruf,
faithful assistant Stu Noonan (Kevin
Lynch T3), and quasi-love interest Linda
MacArthur (Christine Cestaro 'll).
Over the course of the play, each
of these characters steps forward and
delivers a powerfully evocative and
telling monologue. Each character
details his or her personal and
professional experiences with the man
behind the voice.
It is these monologues that give the
audience true insight into Champlain's
character: Beneath the host's biting

and acerbic exterior burns a
blistering streak of self-hatred.
Beneath Champlain's explicit
candor, alcohol-swilling, chain
smoking, and apparent loathing
for the listening audience on the
exterior lies a more vulnerable
character.
Over the course of the
show,
Champlain's
sheer
unflappability and frustrating
indifference to the evident
anguish of his callers present
a picture of an unsympathetic
and frigidly aloof personality; it
is the people who surround the
protagonist who extinguish this
outright mordancy and provide
us with greater insight after the
lights have been dimmed.
Champlain, surrounded by a
sea of thousands and thousands
of faceless callers, is drowning
in voices—yet, ironically, his
colleagues' monologues lead
us to the conclusion that he
remains entirely alone.
Seeping with violent energy
("like a runaway train"), the
protagonist threatens listeners'
complacency,
culminating in the
play's dramatic conclusion with his
own mental breakdown.
The cast lights up the stage with a
fast-paced show that boasts electric
energy: the stage is used to its full
potential, and the set provides a
subtle-yet-effective backdrop for
dialogue and action throughout the
performance.

KELLY PHILLIPS’ll/THE COWL

Talk Radio will be performed in the
Bowab Theatre at the Smith Center for
the Arts this weekend, Feb. 12 and 13
at 8:00 p.m. and Feb. 14 at 2:00p.m.
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The Hollywood Revolution
Movie-goers Are Ready for Something New
by Jorge Lucas T2
A&E Staff
Hollywood is on the cusp of what could
be a beautiful revolution. All it takes is
the courage to make a leap of faith, the
kind of courage that led director James
Cameron to develop ground-breaking
technology and produce Avatar, the
highest-grossing film of all time. Now, I
have no intention of devoting this article
to Cameron-deification, as many have
been wont to do. He's gotten enough of
that in the past couple of months and we
all know that guy doesn't need another
boost to his Pandora-sized ego.
However, I can't help but express my
respect for a guy who is changing the
entire industry with a single tour deforce.
And no, not for creating photo-realistic
CGI or for making more money than
anyone would know what to do with. The
very idea of Avatar excites me because it
has the potential to pull Hollywood out
of a creative rut. In less tactful terms:
Cameron is proof that Hollywood still has
an ounce of creativity left in its veins. Sure,
we all cringed at the cheesy dialogue and
scoffed at the predictable plot that easily
could have been titled Dances With Wolves
and Blue Aliens. But in all honesty, when
was the last time you were excited to see,
and were ultimately wowed by, a movie
that wasn't a remake or sequel?
As it stands today, Hollywood is an
incessant flow of retreads and revisions.
This year's hits, including Sherlock Holmes,
Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Squeakquel,
and Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen, are
adaptations and sequels of pop culture

Nerds

fixtures. No one need be reminded
that this has been the case for years.
Yet in recent months remakes have
not overpowered our movie theaters
as in the past. Instead, film critics,
movie buffs, and the uninformed
masses alike seem to be lending their
buzz to films exclusively derived
from original screenplays.
Take Quentin Tarantino, the
quintessential maverick filmmaker,
for example. His perfect track record
has given movie studios enough
confidence to let him do whatever he
wants, and he certainly does just that.
Shirking convention and forever
belying audience's expectations,
Tarantino continuously breaches
the walls that a century of cinematic
history has erected as fool-proof
guidelines toward making money.
Now, with his magnum opus
Inglourious Basterds, Tarantino has
perfected his style while proving to
Hollywood that he doesn't need to
recycle the same creatively sterile
husks of film over and over again to
reel in audiences.
This year's Oscar nominees
are another indicator that movie
goers' proclivities are moving
toward original material. Avatar
and Inglourious Basterds, along with
District 9, The Hurt Locker, Up, and
Up in the Air (all of which came
from original screenplays), were
emphatically welcomed at the box
office and widely accepted by young
viewers. Without angry declarations,

Like Us
with John Mango

Comic Books are at war. Birthed as a frail fetus that was said to cause crimes
and corrupt children (maybe a hint of the whole GTA thing? Maybe?) Comic
Books, or the most sophisticated Graphic Novels have dragged themselves
from the dregs, the sewers, the mires, the bottom shelves of the newsstands
to, well they're still on the bottom of the newsstands but I think the point gets
across. And yet as I say this, as Graphic Novel movies rend the box offices wall
from wall, as the masses explode in favor of the slew of Comic Book movies that
have been filtered onto the screen, to actually read a Comic, its still pretty damn
nerdy. So is nerdy cool? Is it acceptable? What the hell is it actually? I'm not
really sure, but I know I'm one of them so if you really want to know facebook
me (cheap narcissistic ploy, yes indeed). Despite the raw mutton, the crunching
grit that many Comic Book movies bring to the big screen, Comics are still for
kids. Now this has been debated (and refuted) among the comic elite, sure,
but the general population? Superman tattoo? Yes. All-Star Superman Comic
Book? Stupid. I am here to tell you otherwise. You see, my family locked me in
a closet for four years, from age three to eleven, I think, time sorta just melted
together. Well anyways, in that time I missed out on most things, sitting on the
easter bunnies lap and telling him how many scrabbled eggs I wanted to find,
watching the big game at the local swimming pool, my first brewski with the
pops, and when I got out, oh did I hunger for those delights. And Comics were
the first thing I came across.
For some reason, there's this mystical cross of content and medium that
brewed in the early 20th century (don't you miss it) this melding of reality
shattering heroes and glorious garish pictures that doesn't catch the eye, it
takes it and squeezes it (I shall push that image no further). And I'm telling
you this because the surface of Comic culture is painted with vivacious flash,
enough flash to make a blind man go blind again, but beneath, hidden in certain
comers, floating out in the ether, there pictures on pages that don't come alive,
they simply are alive, and they live like Gods.
So read on if you so dare, to straddle the fine line of (boring) normalcy and
(secretly awesome) nerdhood. Each week will feature a new series or single
book, all of them with something more to offer than that copy of Beowulf you
have to read (trust me, the Comic? Waaaay cooler). It doesn't matter if you have
no idea who Jack Kirby and Art Spiegelman are, or how Iron Man conquered
alcoholism, or even what a boom tube is (actually I don't really even know
that). All I'm saying is, this here? You might like it, you might not, in which
case go read a copy of... something stupid (weak I know buuut, couldn't think
of anything snappy, let's just move on please) but Comics aren't good. They're
damn good. I'm here to show you.

audiences everywhere are showing enough to resist indulging in the big
a newfound open mind for honest budget, formulaic popcorn flicks that
originality. Surely big names like crowd the marquee every Friday—I
James Cameron and Quentin Tarantino loved Iron Man and Star Trek and will
stamped on movie posters will attract probably thoroughly enjoy The Wolfman.
the most eyes; but then observe the But what really separates something
success of (500) Days of Summer and like Avatar from these blockbusters?
you'll see an appreciation for brand- Big-budget? Formulaic? Check.
The divide is at the moment of
new material that indie filmmakers
conception. Did the vision spring
have prayed for for decades.
So what do all these trends surmount upon the writer in a euphoric moment
to? They're all just statistics, anyway, of love or was it extracted from a
indicating that film-viewers are ready refrigerated test-tube that's yielded
for something new. There aren't any hundreds of identical films in the
protesters boycotting movie theaters past? Once you get past that wildly
or radicals splattering red paint on suggestive metaphor, you will find
G.I. Joe posters (though they probably that the movie experience is truly an
should). The Big Man in Hollywood act of passion with the ability to move
simply needs to come to the realization the soul in unspeakable ways. As long
that he's selling his excrement and as the studios put aside the thought of
money and (gasp! the metaphor still
people are starting to smell the s***.
Impassioned though I may be, works!) don't prostitute themselves
I'm fully aware that the American with cinematic trash, we can all benefit
film industry is a monstrous, money from its original, inspired works of
generating machine and therefore art. It just takes guts from the brave
necessitates the weekly rom-com and and revolutionary few devoted to the
action-packed refuse as fuel to make art form and the new frontiers that lie
those rare gems possible. And, despite ahead. And no, James Cameron, that
popular belief, even I'm not snobbish doesn't mean Avatar 2.

retro corner
Good Burger
by Ryan Waxon '12
A&E Staff
For your average elementary school
student during the 1990s, there was no greater
comedic duo than Kenan and Kel. They
were Nickelodeon's golden boys during the
most classic era of the network. Establishing
themselves on the series All That, they were
able to create characters that remain stuck
in the minds of an entire generation. The line
"Welcome to Good Burger, home of the Good
Burger! Can I take your order?" when recited
in public today will most likely be immediately
recognized by anyone ages 18 to 25.
The film version of the famous Good Burger
sketch is a prime example of how a good children's movie should be. When
boiled down to its basic elements, the film has everything a seven-year-old could
ask for, complete with semi-sophisticated fart jokes, delicious looking fast food,
a character of extremely low intelligence, and Carmen Electra in her prime.
Kel Mitchell's char acter, Ed, is perhaps one of the most famous personas to
ever come out of a children's sketch comedy show. He managed to make an
extremely slow-witted character likeable and transformed the word annoying
into funny. Ed also provided the world with one of the most delicious looking
imaginary sauces ever to grace the screen...Ed's Secret Sauce.
I always imagined the Secret Sauce tasting like a combination of McDonald's
Mac Sauce crossed with Frank's Red Hot Sauce. The seven-yeaf-old version of
myself prayed that one day a Good Burger would open up around the block
from me and I would be able to hang out with all the outrageous characters
that have famously graced the establishment.
The most upsetting aspect of Good Burger is the fact that Kel Mitchell's career
never materialized into anything after the film. Kenan Thompson became the
breakout star of the duo and has enjoyed success on Saturday Night Live as well
as character roles in countless feature films. Rumors have swirled for years
over the current status of Kel's career. A few years ago, many said he was dead.
Others said he had become an underground rapper and assumed an alternate
identity. The truth is, unfortunately, less dramatic and mysterious.
Kel is now part of the G4's network Attack This Show, playing various characters
in low budget sketches. Fortunately the memory of his once promising career
lives on in Good Burger and allows us to remember the greatness of '90s television.
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Tosh.O
by Nahuel Fanjul-Arguijo '11
A&E Editor

Whether or not you read my last article about
Daniel Tosh, you need to listen to me right now: Tosh.O
is back for its second season, and it is must-see-TV. The
season is funnier, more disturbing, and more hilarious
than ever. And yes, I know I mentioned humor twice;
I just want to emphasize the true comedic stature of
this show. I mean, what more could you expect from
someone who started his love for stand-up comedy
after seeing Carrot Top at a college show?
Daniel Tosh started his career as a stand-up
comic in 2001, doing his first live show on the Late
Show with David Letterman. From here he went on
to perform for Jay Leno, Jimmy Kimmel, and on
Comedy Central's Premium Blend. In 2003 he had
his own short special on Comedy Central Presents,
and then in 2007 they gave him his own hour-long
special called Daniel Tosh: Completely Serious (which
was made into an album for your buying pleasure).
All these performances did him well since he became
more loved by the Comedy Central audience and he
was given the go-ahead for his own show.
The first season was a clear success with its original
10 episodes, and was extended for another six once
it became a quick hitSure, you can claim that there
are many similar shows, and some unknown dude
hosting this one isn't going to make it any better, but I
say Tosh.0 will never disappoint you and it will keep you wanting more.
From the puke montages to cute kitties giggling, this show has it all. We get to
see all the videos we love, all the videos we missed, and all the videos we wished
were never shown to us. This, plus the hilarious "Web Redemptions," will have you
hooked on the show after the first time you watch it. So take the time, listen to my
suggestion, and get addicted to the best show on television right now (also don't
forget to check out his new stand up special coming soon on Comedy Central).
We all have that friend who is always trying to get attention by showing the best
YouTube video, but now you don't need him anymore because every Wednesday
night at 10:30 on Comedy Central Daniel Tosh will have you loving the hump-day
and making the worst day of the week something to look forward to.
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Daniel Tosh
Interview:
Last Friday, a group of college
newspapers including The Cowl
got to chat with the host of Tosh.O,
Daniel Tosh, and let's just say the
conference call was everything I
hoped for. Sure, some schools tried
hard to be serious, and some of
those were embarrassed by some
hard laughter from the receiver
of the phone, but I thought, "this
is Daniel Tosh, he's not trying to
change the world, he likes to show
people throwing up and falling out
of cars," so I asked him questions
that I was truly interested in.

What kind of toothbrush do you
use? Sonicare.
What do you do on a typical Sunday
morning? Watch football, because
on the West Coast the games are on
at 10:00 a.m.

Mostinspiring"Web Redemption"?
Redeeming the father who gives his
daughter a caught homerun, and
she throws it back, which is on an
upcoming episode.
How did it feel to lose an arm
wrestling match against Michael
Hawk, Lincoln Hawk's son in
Over the Top? Oh, that's a badge of
honor right there. I mean, I could
have taken him, I had him beat, but
I just felt like this guy needed this
win a little more than I did.

This Week:
Worst Super
Bowl Ads
Catherine Northington
Worst Superbowl Ad: E*Trade
Her Thoughts: Stupid talking babies.
It's like some executive somewhere
derided to take the Look Who's Talking
(remember those John Travolta/Kirstie
Alley gems?) approach in hopes that it
would sell. Well, it doesn't Babies are
really cute, and I'm the first to concede
it But why can't people just get over the
fact that making babies and animals talk
IS NOT AMUSING. It will never, ever be
amusing. In fact, it will never be anything
but stupid. It enrages me to no end.

Her Views of Nahuel: Sex sells, sure.
But usually it's at least KIND OF subtle.
GoDaddy does not even attempt to be
subtle in its marketing. It's just a blatant
appeal to our basest of human instincts.
GoDaddy sucks, so I commend you for
this pick, Nahuel.

Time Wasting Web Sites
Because the Internet Is Cooler than Homework
by Alison Deriisco '11 and
Matthew Frederick TO
A&E Staff

It's Sunday afternoon with no
football to watch anymore and you've
got a paper due tomorrow. So what
do you do? You put it Off-Seven further.
Luckily, we now have the single
greatest source of procrastination right
at our fingertips every day: thelntemet.
One of the all-time most ingenious
Web sites that celebrate your aversion
to work is StumbleUpon.com.
The beauty of the site is the fact
that it makes procrastinating easy
and entertaining for even the laziest
person in the world. Once on the site,
you download a StumbleUpon toolbar
which will quickly become your best
friend and the source of five to 15 wasted
hours a week. Once downloaded, you
simply re-open your browser, click the
StumbleUpon button located on the new
toolbar, and like magic your browser
takes you to a completely random Web
site. If you like the site you can give
the "like it" thumbs up sign a click on
the toolbar and the site will store this
preference in its memory as a guide
to general subjects that you enjoy for
further stumbling. If not, you simply
click the StumbleUpon button again to
navigate to another random Web site.
So just to re-emphasize here for those
who have been skimming this article like
their Civ readings, there is a Web tool
that actually facilitates procrastination
by bringing you sites from the furthest
reaches of the ether world which you
would never find on your own, while

catering these sites to your specific
interests. Think Smart House; not like
when it turns into the psycho mother
figure, but rather a cool snack-making
clairvoyant. With that backdrop, here
are some other engaging Web sites
you can "stumble upon" to delay your
responsibilities indefinitely.
Sporcle.com
offers
"mentally
stimulating diversions," the most
popular of which is a game to name
all of the U.S. states (it's harder than
you think). Others include listing all of
the Pixar movies, Pokemon characters,
MLB teams, famous sidekicks...the list
goes on, providing a procrastination
tool that makes you feel (sort of) smart,
or at least more active than clicking
through endless old Facebook pictures.
Another source of quirky procrastination
goodness lies in CakeWrecks.blogspot.
com, tagline: "When Professional Cakes
Go Horribly, Hilariously Wrong." Updated
almost every day, CakeWrecks gives you a
plethora of ridiculous cakes that the bakery
messed up to look through Some favorites
that I've come across recently include one
that reads "Special People Vaulinteer" and
another inscribed with "Best Wisites Jamie."
It's not all about spelling errors, though
CakeWrecks shares the most hideous and
bizarrely-themed cakes known to man, and
like a bag of chips, I bet you can't eat (well,
look at) just one.
Are you a movie lover? (How can you
not be a movie lover?) RottenTomatoes.
com and IMDB.com are the best places
to get lost for a while, because once you
find the full cast listing of celebrities
in Valentine's Day, you have to click
through each of them, and hey, who
knew that Jessica Alba is going to be in

the Meet the Lookers sequel, and what's
Ben Stiller been up to lately anyway?
And so it begins. See you in an hour or
so, marketing homework.
In keeping with our love of movies
and pop culture, PerezHilton.com
offers fresh "Celebrity Juice, Not From
Concentrate" from the self-proclaimed
Queen of All Media on a daily basis.
Who would have thought that an
obnoxiously fabulous man with terrible
photo editing skills would become the
premiere celebrity gossip guru of the
21st century? With catchy titles like
"Mickey Rourke Sounds Stupider
Than Megan Fox In Interviews," it's all
too easy to click from page to page of
insignificant celebrity happenings.
Two of the most infamous time
wasting Web sites of 2009 were
unquestionably
FMyLife.com
and
TextsFromLastNight.com . How many
times would you go on Facebook (whose
time wasting powers are so omnipotent
that they cannot even be discussed in
an article such as this) to find a post
on your wall such as "Today, I realized
after sending out countless copies of my
resume to companies, I failed to add my
phone number on it. FML" or "(330): I
don't know where I am but the food in
the fridge is awesome," undoubtedly
followed by a comment such as "hahaha
story of our lives!" from your friend?
These are the oldies but trashy goodies
in the world of Internet procrastination.
So there you have it: our top picks
for entertaining Web sites that will
consume your time and occupy your
bored, homework-ridden mind. Call us
if you need help listing Jack Nicholson's
Oscar nominations on Sporcle!

Nahuel Fanjul-Arguijo
Worst Superbowl Ad: GoDaddy

His Thoughts: This needs to stop, and
it needs to stop soon. I'll agree that their
first commercial was a good ploy and
they became famous because of it but
let's be real: they need to stop milking
it. The commercials are repetitive, they
have terrible acting, and we all know they
are going to open their jackets up and all
are going to see is a tank top, nothing
else. And no, I'm not saying I want to see
some boobs on these commercials—but
are there really males so desperate and
stupid that they actually visit GoDaddy
to catch a glimpse of what these girls
look like in tank tops? I personally will
spend as much time possible looking
for any other place to purchase web
domain, just because I choose to never
go onto GoDaddy. I believe that their
commercials aren't attracting that many
people...or else I may lose a little more
faith in humanity, and after Jersey Shore,
humanity should watch out because it's
running low on credit.
His Views of Catherine: How could you
not like those babies?! At times they can
be annoying, and they've had some bad
commercials in the past, but those two
babies having relationship problems is
too funny. And if this commercial teach
es you anything its that E*Trade likes
wolves, babies know a lot about stocks,
and milkaholism is a real problem in
the United States and must be recog
nized. Plus, I'm sure Mrs. Northington
is a huge fan of the E*Trade babies, you
should be cool like her, Catherine.
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The Re-Birth of the Cool
Kids, Don't Skip Those Milestones
by Chris Stadolnik TO
A&E Staff

including his landmark work in
electric-jazz, Bitches Brew, "one of the
most remarkable creative statements
of the last half-century, in any artistic
form," according to The Penguin Guide
to Jazz.
"I know what I've done for music,
but don't call me a legend. Just call me
Miles Davis." - Miles Davis

Jazz is the sole American art form.
It is true that the basic constructions
of "jazz" are derived from West
African rhythmic styles—polyrhythm,
syncopation, and the swung note—
and classical European elements—
instrumentation, arrangement and
Jazz, like poetry, has become a mode
foundational theory. But as jazz icon
Art Blakey once remarked, "No of expression closely associated with
America, no jazz. I've seen people try the avant-garde cabal. The pretension
to connect it to other countries, for now surrounding the music means
instance to Africa, but it doesn't have it doesn't have a reputation for
a thing to do with Africa." Jazz is accessibility. That stigma and the sheer
American expression, and its influence size of the catalogue of American jazz
has had the greatest import of any of music makes taking that first foray into
the genre a daunting challenge. Miles
our innumerable cultural exports.
The impact of jazz reaches far Davis alone put out a couple hundred
beyond its immediate effect on other records. How do you choose your
musical styles. Jazz permeates 20th first jazz album from that immense
century American visual art, drama, selection?
The solution: Jazz Manifesto, a
and literature. You can see jazz when
you look at Jackson Pollack's Lavender series of album compilations from
Mist, watch Anatomy of a Murder (with giants of jazz, packaged conveniently
original scores by Duke Ellington), or in very affordable CD sets. These
read Allen Ginsberg's "first thought, aren't traditional compilations either;
best thought." As Bill Evans (jazz Jazz Manifesto packages two or more
pianist and sage) once said, jazz is not albums in a single set for the price
itself a style per se, though at times it of one album. The artists they have
may appear that way, but it is a means released include Dave Brubeck, John
of creation; jazz is, in its essence, the Coltrane, Sony Rollins, Chet Baker, Bill
spontaneous act of composition—the Evans, Count Basie, and, most recently,
creation of the moment in the moment Miles Davis.
Miles Davis' Manifesto includes two
—of making one minute's music in one
minute's time.
of his immensely important albums,
Porgy and Bess and Kind of Blue, as
Miles Davis is the single greatest well as Workin' With the Miles Davis
American artist of the 20th century. By Quintet, a straight ahead cool album
the time he died on September 28,1991, that stands between Porgy and Blue
he had recorded 222 albums (more if chronologically. The two-disc set is
you include singles, live performances, mastered well and has the fit, finish,
anthologies, and appearances on and liner notes that one would expect
other artists' albums), worked in nine from a Blue Note release.
different genres, constructed the first
Jazz Manifesto shows a commitment
album completely based on modal to bringing the best and most influential
music, the single original contribution jazz artists' music to the masses. This
by jazz to music theory in Kind of Blue is a great way to expose yourself to
(1959), and introduced the world to music that should not be forgotten or
scores of other talented artists in his feared. I strongly encourage you to go
continually growing, shrinking, and online and buy the Miles Davis Jazz
Manifesto. It is worth every penny and
reforming bands.
For a bit of perspective, The Beatles is the best way to begin your collection.
recorded 27 studio albums and two
Amazon.com recently released an
live albums over a career that spanned
eight years. During those same eight exclusive Miles Davis The Complete
years, Davis recorded 57 albums Columbia Album Collection, a

arranged than most of Davis' work,
which has led people to remark that
it isn't truly jazz. Miles' response: "It's
music, and I like it."
Seven Steps to Heaven (1963): This
is one of Davis' "searching" works.
It is clear that he is moving in a new
direction with this album. There are
a couple of developmental snags here
and there, but it is a generally seamless,
soft, and mellow album and a perfect
first foray into jazz.
Miles in the Sky (1968): This is Davis'
first electric album, featuring Herbie
Hancock, George Benson, and Ron
Carter. In this album, you can hear
the growth and refinement of Davis'
"fusion" sound.
Bitches Brew (1970): This is one of the
most important, pivotal, and popular,
yet least accessible, of Davis' albums. It
really requires a studious ear to fully
appreciate and, after years of listening,
Kind of Blue (1959): Arguably the still reveals new things of itself to me
greatest jazz album of all time, Kind of and makes me feel like I am falling
Blue is the first completely modal album, down musical stairs at the same time.
featuring giants of jazz John Coltrane,
Doo-Bop (1992): Miles Davis does
Cannonball Adderly, Bill Evans, Paul rap. Well, he plays over the beat while
Chambers, Jimmy Cobb, and Wynton Easy Mo Be raps. This is simply a fun
Kelly. This is, hands down, my favorite party album to listen to, and Miles
jazz album of all time. I listen to the Davis' last. It isn't his best, but it shows
the immense talent of a "multi-talented
whole thing once a week.
Sketches of Spain (1960): Sketches and gifted musician, who can play any
was one of the first albums to strongly position." - Easy Mo Bee, "The Dooincorporate Latin styles and is far more Bop Song."

by Neil Andrew Francisco TO
A&E Staff
The amount of work that
Providence College students have
done in order to bring relief to the
crisis in Haiti is amazing. It takes a
lot of time and sacrifice to do what
PC students have done, and the
benefits have paid off. The problem
is that interest in the Aid for Haiti is
waning. Unlike the first week or so of
news, help for Haiti has decreased.
This weekend provides a good
opportunity for that to change.
McPhail's will be hosting Hope For
Haiti, a benefit concert that will provide
students with another opportunity to aid
in the Haiti relief. The event, which will
take place Saturday, Feb. 13, is another

have been put on since the
beginning of the Spring
2010 semester, but the
Haitians still need help.
Relief for Haiti might take
years, but that should not
discourage people from
continually helping out.
The Haitians will need all
the help they can get in
order to basically rebuild
their entire society.
The event will feature a live
performance by Taste. There will be
Haitian food on sale (all proceeds
go to Haiti relief), as well as a wide
variety of raffles including items from
the athletics department and gift
cards to on-campus eateries and local

program sponsored by the Project Haiti
committee. This particular event fell
under the responsibility of Katie McCann
'12 and Katie Tripp '12. The two have been
working hard along with their group of
volunteers to raise a continual awareness
of the project at hand.
When asked about the efforts
involving this particular campaign,
McCann said, "The support and
passion on this campus and in the
greater Providence community is
really quite incredible! None of these
efforts would be possible without the
collective effort of all of our supporters,
so, thanks to everyone!"
It's understandable that people
may be less inclined to help Haiti out,
considering the influx of programs that

photo

courtesy
of
w .fusionjazer.com

If you’re busy studying, reading, or cruising Facebook, throw on some jazz, or set
aside some time just for Relaxin’ With the Miles Davis Quintet.

limited edition boxed set of all of Davis'
Columbia recordings (52 albums on
70 CDs in mini-LP replica jackets)
along with a previously unreleased
DVD with rare audio, in addition to
previously released bonus material
from past reissues; a 250- page color
book with biography, fully annotated
discography, and complete song index,
and the first complete audio release of
the Aug. 29, 1970 Isle of Wight festival
performance. This is a set for someone
who is seriously into jazz, Miles Davis,
and can con someone, or a corporate
entity (like, say, The Cowl for instance)
into buying it for them. The price is a
staggering $328.49.
The Cowl refused me the set, and I'm
sure most of you won't have better luck,
so I will make some recommendations
as to which Columbia recordings you
should buy on your own:

restaurants. This weekend will also
feature a Glow Party. Who doesn't
love highlighters, black lights, and
mash-ups? Both events will take
place at McPhail's.
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Sleeping Well From Here On Out
_________

Essay ___________

It is a strange thing to wander into
a hospital room with no expectations.
Not that you're apathetic about the
whole affair. You just don't know what
to expect. Who knows what sickness—
terrible, unshakeable sickness—looks
like on the face of someone you love?
Then too, you will yourself not to
expect anything—a hesitation bom
from fear of disappointment. Because
when you've come to say goodbye, it's
disappointment you can bear the least.
The walls were the color of all
hospital walls, which is to say a drab
tan-taupe-bone,
washed-out
and
faded further by the grayness of
New England winters. There were no
cards. No flowers. No balloons. There
might have been, now that I think of
it, a printout cajoling a return to good
health in rainbow Word Art flanked by
bubbly cartoon nurses and doctors. A
hollow-cheerful ornament, it was taped
to the medical whiteboard hanging on
one side of the room.
Only the nurse's name, medication
schedule, and most recent vital signs
were scrawled in blue dry-erase on its
surface. The 'Patient Goals' side was
blank. Defeatists.
I wanted to write something—
ANYTHING—on
that
stupid
whiteboard. I swallowed my urge
to scrawl LIVE, DAMMIT!!! on the
whiteness and instead took a seat in
a generic plastic hospital chair where
I watched the Man wheeze away in
his bed. His fingers fidgeted absently
up to his ears, his hairline, and back
down to rest on his chest. He was in
pain. We fed the IV drip. His eyes
stayed half-closed, half-opened, rolled
back up into his skull. And with every
breath came a rattle from somewhere

between his ribs. It stunk up the room,
and that night while I carved ham hot
from the oven and served potatoes au
gratin to smiling relatives, I could still
smell the rattle in the soft skin under
my fingernails.
But that wouldn't be for a few
hours yet. For the moment, I smiled
my not-quite-normal
smile at
other relatives, worried relatives,
relatives who were getting the jump
on mourning (and everyone else

We couldn't escape the rattle in the
hallway, either. From the prenatal ward
just down the hallway, someone's child
started crying. Maybe it was throwing
an irony-tantrum.
Sitting back down in our plastic
chairs, on the windowsill, leaning
against the rolling hospital table, we
talked about smaller things. The drive
over. The weather. The Providence
College basketball team. We watched
two unimportant Midwestern teams

understood this, because they were
doing it too) by staying fairly silent
and by blinking a lot.
They all needed a good cup
of coffee, but it would have been
rudely ordinary to show up with
four steaming cups of Starbucks or
Dunkin' Donuts. I refused the coffee
they brought back from the hospital
cafeteria. Their lips tightened into
sips around the Styrofoam and we
watched the nurse take another
reading of the Man's vitals.

dribble a basketball back and forth
across the court for 20 minutes. We
waited for halftime, checked on other
games. We talked politics. State of the
Union. Sarah Palin. Progressivism. The
Daily Show. If not for that rattle, we'd be
in anyone's living room.
As he rattled and rasped away
into oblivion, I learned more about
him in five minutes than I had in
my 21 years of toddling around as
his niece. I thought of the woman in
the photograph, smiling up at him.

PHOTO COURTESY JASCHA HOSTE

Maghavat
by Bobby Bretz ’12
Portfolio Staff

He gazes on the sorrowing mass.
The gardener and the arrowsmith,
With voices raised, praise his vigilance;
He lets a tear come to his eye,
But cannot cry.
Maghavat prays a useless prayer.
Seekers, discerning the fears of all,
Advance like fires, steady and small;
The arahant, unwounded by the pleasant land,
Carries poison in his hand.
Undrowned by death, unburdened now,
The sandalwood scents on windless air
Reach the other realm from there.
He sees the lotus, hears the lark,
Even in the dark.
Maghavat hums a soundless song.
Made god for the good of a life before,
Made friendless, he paces the heavenly shore.
He lies for the night, free of earthly ache,
But cannot sleep—he lies awake.

The dog he adopted in Vietnam. The
sandals made of old tires sitting in my
closet on a shelf. The terse commentary
about the war: “Uncle Sam thinks we're
all a**holes. And he's right." I thought
of the enigma dying in the next room,
and the shards I did know made sense.
I suppose the natural response to
hastily-discovered truths tinged with
the drama of mortality would be
something like, "Why didn't he tell us
sooner? Why didn't he talk about what
it was like OvER THERE?" But after
watching the wry smiles flicker across
the faces of my relatives—all of whom
share that thin-lipped smirk, halfwistful, half-whimsical, world-wearyjoyful all the same—I realized any
response, the WHYs, the regretfulness,
the indignation of somehow being
kept out of the existential loop—would
be a mistake.
It was his story to tell or to keep. He
chose to keep it. He was sloppy. He left
pictures behind for us to find. Copies
of letters to the State of Connecticut
about milk production codes. Sodas in
his refrigerator. Birdseed in the yard.
Traces of an OVER THERE self he had
rather successfully hidden behind who
he was to so many people HERE. He
was a truck driver. Uncle. Brother.
Misanthrope. Jokester. Divorced. But
all these were just fragments of the
Man, just like the photos and sandals
were. That was what made sudden
sense.
In the last measure of things, the
people I never heard about and the
photos I never saw were windows to
a world where maybe the Man was not
the Man at all, but someone different,
softer, only faintly recognizable.
I had to say goodbye to the Man. He
still slept. The rattle was a little louder now.
What do you say to one who is sleeping?
Sleep well.

Ode to a Snow Day
by Nicole Amaral '10
Portfolio Editor
Essay
Ahh, the snow day. That anxiously
awaited miracle where winter weather
so graciously intercedes on our behalf
to free us temporarily of the burden of
hauling ourselves to class. I consider
myself particularly lucky to have
experienced two such phenomena
during my time here at PC. Last year
I was halfway to my 8:30 class before
I received the "everything's cancelled"
call, so I commend PC for calling off
classes ahead of time.
It's 12:30 p.m. as I sit here in the Cowl
office, and on my walk over here I could
not help but notice there wasn't much
in the way of snow on the ground,
despite the fact that it was supposed
to have started in the early morning
hours. I consider this to be a further
win. While I love a winter wonderland,
I'm not in the mood to hike through
it to get to class after snow day fun
is over. It'll be interesting to see how

"much snotv, if any, is on the ground by
the time this goes to print.
In the meantime, I'm going to sit
back and enjoy this well-deserved
snow (or lack thereof) day. Cowl duties,
50 pages of reading, and five page
paper aside, the snow day gods must
be praised for this mid-week respite.
This means that movie-watching, hotchocolate drinking, and cookie-baking
must be worked into today's agenda at
all costs.
Excuse my corniness, but snow
days will never lose their magic. I
suppose it's a bit more magical for my
three student teacher roommates, who
actually have to get up and drive to
school each morning, as opposed to
myself who merely has to roll out of
bed and find my way to Harkins or
Feinstein.
Nevertheless, unexpected days
off are right up there on my list of
favorite things, along with Classic
Trax and giant bowls of macaroni and
cheese, so hooray for this chance to sit
back and catch up on homework. Or
procrastinate, that works too.
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All the Shades of Grey

Poems By

by Daniel James '11
Portfolio Staff
Fiction

by Kaly Thayer '10
Portfolio Staff

I wish...
1 wish it was Christmas today
I wish you were here
I wish you loved me
I wish I never met you
I wish it would rain
I wish I were dead
I wish I may I wish I might
I wish I was a little bit taller

ForYou on
St. Valentine's Day
by Tom Nailor ’12
Portfolio Staff
I'm fightin' for this girl on the battlefield of love
got me look like baby Cupid sendin’ arrows from above
-Lil Wayne

Thus spoke Robert Lowell, "My mind is not right.”
The aristocratic narcissism of a single steamy night
has forced my hand, the very same as my heart
and the reasoning of Truth has played a very little part.

I’ve romanticized legs and bottom and breasts
into emotions that have yet to withstand any tests.
I should write you a poem, this much is true
and yet my pen’s moved by thoughts of her, not of you.
I can’t help but give you these cookie-cutter cliches.
Your smile shines more beautiful than the sun’s very rays...
I can’t help but steal the words of bards and of poets,
I’ll say that I love you but I’ve only once ever wrote it.

All I can give you is foolishly flippant nonsense words
and the sort of things you’ll want to never have heard.
Don’t ask what she makes me think, it’s something I cannot say
at least not in pleasant, or present, company anyway.

But she’s quite the strangest way of calling me "hun”
and she can put me on the couch in more ways than one.
Easier to talk with you about if we ever had kids,
easier to imagine the act with her greasing the skids.
O Robert! You know too well how desires can sour
you expressed discontent when you penned “Skunk Hour.”
I find I cannot write for her, much as I know that I should
I know that 1 would, I know that I would, if only I could.
I dream of you in marriage, I think of you in death
and yet I fantasize of her when I’m feeling guilty in my bed.
I have darker desires, unspeakable, when I think of her
yet you leave me smiling, leave the world that much brighter.

She used to beg him to inject a little
happiness into his voice.
Even though he tried to bury the
truth with false optimism, she would
always catch him. Back when it was
summer and they'd drive down the
side streets with the July night blowing
into the car and kissing his face, she'd
sit in the passenger's seat with her
bare feet dangling out the window
while asking him his thoughts on life.
He would force his tense cheeks into
a smile and give his most optimistic
opinions, but his knotted vocal chords
made his words come out distorted.
She would brush her long brown hair
away from her green eyes and place
her pale hand on top of his.
Eventually they'd stop at a beach
somewhere along the edge of the
world and turn the engine off so it was
just the two of them with the ocean
crashing against the shore. She'd grip
his hand tightly and force him to look
into her emerald green eyes, making
him promise that if things got worse
he'd talk to her. And of course, through
a broken voice, he said he promised.
He never knew if he was being
completely truthful until she closed
her investigating eyes and leaned in
to kiss him. It would save him like a
lighthouse guiding a lost boat to land
in the night.
But nobody cares about "once upon
a time" like they used to because "once
upon a time" is limited.
Like ashes to ashes and dust to dust,
he tried his best to find the happiness

But that's "wishful thinking" and
the only thing "wishful thinking" ever
got anyone was false hopes.
In reality, as soon as she'd see him
on campus, her eyes would avert to
the ground or the tree or the building.
And even though she'd made it sound
like she couldn't wait to see him, she'd
force a hello and try to pretend like
she still cared about how he was doing
and what they had planned for that
night. And even though he could tell
something was wrong, he'd shake it off
and blame himself for projecting his
own insecurities on her until later that
night when they'd be at a party and
she'd wander over to some guy and
spend the whole night with his arm
around her, the two of them looking
into each other's eyes and talking and
laughing. Just like that, the wrench in
his stomach would turn and tangle his
tubes into uncomfortable knots until
he couldn't even look at her without
getting upset. But then when he'd go
in the other room with other friends,
his mind would remind him that she
was still out there with that guy and
he couldn't do anything about it. He'd
try to shut his mind up with a shot
of whiskey. And when his mind still
wouldn't stop talking, he'd lose control
and pick up the bottle.. .again.
But who cares about "honesty" if
"honesty" doesn't lead to somewhere
good in the end?
Even though she'd torture him, she'd
still insist that she cared about him
and that she was affectionate towards
him. And after a while he'd believe
her and then she'd invite him back up
and they'd talk about how much she
misses him and how she wants to see
him so badly. He'd believe her and as
soon as he'd come back to visit her,

"HE’D FIND HIS OWN WORLD OF COLOR WHERE HE
WOULD LOVE ALL THE PRETTY SHADES OF GREY. "
in his voice that he needed to keep her
around. He stopped the drugs and
he stopped the drinking. He tried to
improve his life by going to the gym
more and taking up the guitar, and
even though his legs were sore and his
fingers would bleed, he still believed
that if he kept trying, he'd eventually
stumble upon the happiness that she
wanted him to have. She told him that
happiness was like a box of crayons;
that every little feeling of happiness
is was its unique color and created
beauty when put together. And even
though he was still depressed and his
flesh felt like thousands of tiny ants, he
still kept working towards happiness.
And she said that he would make it
and that she'd be there to support him
no matter what.
But that's the beginning of a "happy
ending" and nobody cares about
"happy endings" anymore because
they don't exist.
In reality, she only wanted to be
there for him when it was convenient.
She'd invite him to come visit on the
weekends and would tell him all week
how much she missed him and how
much she couldn't wait to see him.
On Wednesday, he would start to feel
little jolts of excitement. On Thursday
he would begin to burst at the seams
with enthusiasm, and on Friday he'd
wake up extra early with his heart
pounding and pack his bags to go
see her. He'd count the minutes down
during the train ride and eagerly
anticipate her emerald eyes spotting
him across the campus, causing her
legs to sprint full speed to embrace
him. They'd squeeze each other and
he'd say that happiness is possible
without all the substance abuse if this
is what happiness brings.

the same things would happen again.
And even though she kept telling him
to find happiness and to put some of it
in his voice she was making it almost
impossible. She would yell at him and
tell him that he wasn't trying hard
enough and he'd yell back and tell her
that he felt like she was playing with
him, and she'd remind him that they
couldn't be together until he found
happiness, and he'd tell her that he
couldn't speak happily if this is how
she treated him, and she yelled...
But nobody cares about "the
problems" anymore because they want
to see "the solution" that brings the
two together despite all odds.
But "the solution" where they
ended up together never existed to
begin with.
In the end he sat in his common
room with his blistered fingers and
overworked muscles. He knew she was
out somewhere with some new guy
who he'd never met. She told him that
she couldn't be with anyone because of
school and work, but then she found
someone better than him. She started
dating. That's when he understood
that he was never the "happy ending"
for her. He was just her placeholder for
something better. He was her "once
upon a time" that she'd think about as
she walked down the sidewalk hand in
hand with her new love, or when she
lay awake at night reflecting on faces
from the past. He wasn't a color in her
box of crayons; he was just a pretty
shade of grey that helped complete
her color spectrum but wasn't used
for much else. But he figured that was
okay, because even though it hurt, he
knew in time he'd find his own world
of color where he would love all the
pretty shades of grey.

February 11, 2010

PORTFOLIO

24 The Cowl

Letting the Fire Die and the Smoke Rise
by Conor Leary '11
Asst. Portfolio Editor

Fiction
She thought she could be stronger.
She told herself that she needed this,
that she needed to be sitting across
from him on Valentine's Day, under
just the right amount of ambiance. She
needed the quaint little restaurant, of
Spanish or Italian character, and the
bottle of wine in between them. She
needed it cold, but warming slowly,
sitting a little too near a candle glowing
in between them. It was something
that was supposed to represent their
passion, their relationship, and the
temperature of his skin when she
needed him to warm her. But she felt
cold. And the candle kept blowing out.
It wavered from time to time. When
he talked. When he laughed. When he
tucked his napkin over his lap or When
he waved the waiter over. He ordered
her meal for her and had chosen the
perfect wine for the night before the
server could offer him the wine list.
She watched the candle when his
gestures cast it out. She watched gray
smoke replace the orange spark and
examined how much the wick had
been burned and subsequently bent.
It was afflicted with ash and bowing,
holding its center as if wallowing in
the pain of being set on fire.
He would call over the waiter
every time it happened. Every time
the candle was snuffed out, she
would be distracted for a moment by
its destruction. He would wave. He
would reach his hand high towards
the ceiling so the sleeve of his shirt fell
away from his wrist. His wave would
make the light shimmer around the
golden wedding band on his finger. It
would shine. The tarnish on it would
wink at her every time.
His gestures caused a scene. It made
the other couples enjoying pleasant
Valentine's Day moments look up from
their meals or away from their kisses.
They would wonder at what new thing
he was ordering, how he was flattering

his lover, and how he was making
this a night she would never forget.
Men surrounding him sneered. They
were jealous. Perhaps of his wallet,
his stamina, or his charm. Women
surrounding him sneered too. They
were jealous, of his wallet, his stamina,
and his charm as well. But jealous of
her. They sneered at her. Because before
the server blocked the vision of their
table with his body, it looked like they
were satisfied with one another in every
way, especially on Valentine's Day.
The waiter had learned by the third
wave. They had already ordered their
beverages. They had already ordered
their meals. They had already ordered
dessert. They had enjoyed every

course, or seemed to. They were just
sitting together.
He talked like a lover would. She
smiled like a quiet lover from time to
time. The waiter watched the wave
descend when he arrived at the table's
side, hoping to put the check down
without appearing to be moving the
couple too quickly along. She watched
him point at the corpse of the candle.
The waiter slipped the book with the
bill back into the crook of his arm and
removed a lighter from his pocket. He
resurrected the flame with a spark.
When he moved away, the candle
reached after him. She looked after
it. It looked like it was pleading. She
looked at him during the period of
time when conversation was lost. All
he did was smile. When she looked
away, his smile faded. She wondered
if he looked down at the flame too,
looking to find where she had learned
to plead for escape.
"Sweetie." His voice was so unique.
He had spent the whole night speaking
with bravado, fluency, and elegance.
He had proclaimed the reservation
he had made to the hostess, tickled
her into a giggle too, and romanced
his way through the accented menu
items to spellbind the waiter. All in
his attempt to make her feel wanted,
favored, and his.
This new tone was so unique, she
couldn't help but look at him. It was
a plea. Her eyebrows flew towards
the ceiling. Her face simply expressed
outrage. His stare fidgeted. He sighed
through his smile and brought his
hands out of his lap. They neared the
fire. They, the breeze they summoned,
made it waver.
"I thought we wanted to have this
one night. I thought we needed this."
She knew what he wanted to happen.
Because she knew, she left her hands in
her lap. Both his hands lay in the center of
the table, glowing in the hellish radiance
of the candle. He left his palms open and
let the tongues of light lick the crevices.
The glow made them shimmer, made
them appear soft and strong, and made
them look warm. They brought back
images of how he would hold her face
when he kissed her, when he really kissed
her. How they lay reminded her of how

he slept, with his arms loosely wrapped
around her body. He never intertwined
his fingers when he slept. When he slept,
his hands lay immobile, still, and open.
As if he was always waiting for her to
hold them. Or just waiting for anyone to
hold them.
He gave up quickly. He sat up and
sighed a heavy sigh. He let his posture
crumble, the shoulders of his pressed
jacket slump, and pulled aimlessly
at the stiff tie around his neck. He
whipped it to life to loosen it, shoving
air through his nose to fill the time
when not one of them was speaking
with any sound he could. He reached
down into his pocket and removed
his wallet, summoning the attention
of the waiter still surveying the table.
He flipped it open and sorted through
the credit cards and cash. He slapped
it closed and left a card on the edge of
the table.
Her eyes never left the flame. It had
lasted. It had fought so strongly against
the actions of his frustration, the breaths
leaving his nose like gust storms, and
the whisper of air shoved away from
his bending shoulders. The ripples of
air brushed away from his flipping
tie and the leather breezes flung from
his opening and closing wallet were
no match. Even the swift motion of
card to table left it still standing. The
combined force of every assault had
not been strong enough.
Just like her. She wasn't strong
enough to be sitting across from a
man she thought she loved and who
she thought loved only her. The night
wasn't strong enough. The ambiance,
the character, the wine, and the candle
had not been enough to make her
forget. He hadn't been enough. And
still wasn't.
"I thought you said we could get
over this." When he spoke, she knew
he meant to blow more breath than
was necessary out of his mouth. The
flame wavered. She stared at him
and through the fire, saw him with
someone else. Smoldering with anyone
else. Burning with someone else.
"I know I did. But we can't." Her
escape was quiet. She whispered the
truth and it was strong enough. She left
the table as their flame became smoke.

Staff Picks of the Week:
The Last Days of Judas

Iscariot

Wonderboys
by Michael Chabon

by Stephen Adly Guirgis
The realm of contemporary drama has
encountered plenty of settings, but nothing is more
unsettling, dramatic, and gratifying than a play set
in a Limbo in-between, a Purgatory City Hall where
sinners hope to appeal to a judge for entrance into
Heaven. When one small voice raises to fight for
the most startling appeal, The Last Days of Judas
Iscariot summons an historical and biblical batch of
characters from St. Peter, to Satan, to Jesus Christ
himself. It is Judas Iscariot, the most notorious sinner
who dared kiss Jesus before handing him over to the
Romans, who is given a chance for an appeal. He is
given the chance by one determined soul. To exit
the perils of Hell, he must accept it. To ascend out of
the trauma of his past, he must accept the love in his
future. He must accept the offer that still exists from
Jesus himself.
—Conor Leary ’11

The novel Wonderboys is classic Michael Chabon.
The title itself refers to a major plot point of the
story, that is the unwieldy, 2,000+ page manuscript
of the same name that protagonist Grady Tripp is
trying his best to finish. A classic story of a writer
trying to follow a great first success, the story
blends in seamlessly such plot points as a struggling
student of Tripp’s, his disgruntled wife and his
pregnant mistress, a dead dog, and a stolen piece of
Marilyn Monroe memorabilia. And yet the novel is
so much more—it is a commentary on the nature of
being a writer, the nature of the professor/student
relationship, and, perhaps most of all, the nature
of being human. Playfully placing scenes involving
heavy usage of marijuana with scenes of nostalgic
musings, Chabon crafts yet another amazing piece of
American literature.
—Tom Nailor '12
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Fanatic Tendencies of the Heart
by Dara Plath '13
Portfolio Staff
Fiction

It was a brisk day at the DeWitt
mansion.
The afternoon light
streaming in through the tarnished
windows granted everything it
touched a golden sheen, as if it
bore the hands of the great King
Midas. The light bounced along the
arm chairs and scampered up the
bookcase, coming to an abrupt halt
at the feet of Mr. Warren Albert.
He wore brown, mottled oxfords
and his suit resembled the dismal
soot powdered faces of the chimney
sweepers. Mr. Albert's own face
was round and cleanly shaven and
would have been considered quite
handsome if it were not for the
scar he had beside the corner of his
left eye. It dripped down onto his
cheek and curved along his jaw, as if
someone had attempted to sketch a
picture on his face.
Mr. Albert was one of four
guests staying at the mansion.
Sitting besides him was Miss Eliza
Newman. She was a young girl
with a delicate figure and blonde
ringlets which had the tendency to
bounce playfully up and down. She
sat reading a book, though her eyes
made no movement along the pages.
Mrs. Adelaide Greenwich stood
by the fire, staring into the blaze
as if it was about to reveal some
clandestine prophecy. The flames
licked the edges of the hearth and
made a shrill crackling sound, like
the laugh of a beggar woman.
Nick Gatesworth walked into the
room then, carrying a cup of tea which
he stirred slowly with a silver spoon.
Nick, a man of 24 years, always had
a wicked smile on his face, as if he
knew some scandalous detail about
everyone in the room. He walked
towards Eliza, who shyly averted
her eyes from his gaze. The guests
had been invited to use the mansion
for a weekend of exquisite food and
company while the owner was away
on business.
The
abysmal
silence
that
penetrated every floorboard and
crack in the wall suddenly ended
with the entrance of Detective
Norman Burch. He scrutinized each
guest in the room, interpreting their
hushed demeanors as blatant guilt.
Detective Burch tapped his pen
impatiently against his notebook. He
was supposed to be having dinner
with his wife and had even put on
his best suit for the occasion; it was
Valentine's Day after all.
These were the facts: At precisely
2:00 p.m., while the guests were
eating their lunch of delicately
sliced sandwiches and tea, a
scream was heard from the second
floor. An investigation made by Mr.
Albert and Nick concluded that the
maid, a Miss Clarissa Bunn, had
been poisoned.

There were other facts about the
case that did not add up.
First fact: At approximately 12:00
p.m., Mr. Albert was found pacing
along the second floor hallway. The
maid had walked up the stairs to
find him very distraught, his face as
red as a spring rose, and muttering
to himself. When he saw Miss Bunn,
he went silent, and headed down
the stairs.
Second fact: Early this morning,
Nick and Eliza were spotted having a
soft conversation in the corner of the
library. The maid walked in, needing
to dust the books, and noticed that
Eliza was upset. When Nick saw Miss
Bunn, he took Eliza by the arm and
guided her out of he room.
Third fact: At 2:10 p.m., right
after the incident took place, Mrs.
Greenwich was observed eating a
piece of double chocolate mousse
cake. This was a strange occurrence
since she never ate sweets of any kind.
Detective Burch pondered over
these strange happenings. He knew
as least one of the guests sitting in
the room was guilty of the death of
Miss Bunn. Though the question
still remained: Which one? As the
detective was considering this
scenario, the telephone began to
ring. He picked it up and listened to
the man on the other end. Mr. James
Fodder, the chief of police, had called
to inform Detective Burch of some
startling information.
These were the facts: Between
the hours of one and two, Mr.
Edmund DeWitt, prominent owner
of the DeWitt mansion, mysteriously
drowned. His body was discovered
by the groundskeeper of the villa he
was staying at in the south of Florida.
The detective did not know how
to contend with the details given to
him. He informed the guests of the
recent misfortune and to the surprise
of everyone in the room, Eliza fainted.
Nick leapt to her aid, catching her in his
arms before she hit the ground. That
is when they discovered it. Hidden in
the bodice of the young girl was a piece
of paper. Upon further scrutiny, it was
discovered to be not just any ordinary
letter, but a valentine addressed to
none other than Mr. Edmund DeWitt!
Eliza, who had woken up at this exact
moment, turned a very pretty shade
of pink. Nick stood up and eyed her
sordidly, as if he had some unpleasant
taste in his mouth. Mrs. Greenwich
gasped and placed her small hand upon
her cheek. Mr. Albert grunted, evidently
distracted by his own private concerns.
All of the facts began to add up.
First fact: Two weeks prior to
the present day, Eliza had visited
the DeWitt mansion with her elder
brother, Thomas. It was then that
she fell madly in love with its owner.
Nick, who happened to be college
friends with Thomas, met Eliza
around the same time and became
infatuated with her.
Second fact: A few days ago, Eliza
overheard Mrs. Greenwich speaking
about Mr. DeWitt's apparent affair with

his maid. They were supposedly in
love and wanted to run away together.
Third fact: In a fit of lovers' rage,
Eliza poisoned the maid in an attempt
to dispose of her competition. Little
did she know that Nick had concocted
a similar plan: he had arranged for Mr.
DeWitt to be murdered so he could be
with Eliza.
For Detective Burch, this explained
Mrs. Greenwich's strange behavior
for she undoubtedly put the pieces
together and felt overwhelming guilt
for her gossipy nature. Unbeknownst to
all, Mr. Albert was a sleepwalker prone

to pacing and muttering to himself and
had nothing to do with the case.
The sun was starting to set and
tiny stars were beginning to appear
in the night sky like flowers that
bloom in the sunlight and close at
the onset of dusk. Detective Burch
was finally heading home after an
arduous day at work. He mused
upon the strange and fanatic
tendencies of the heart. Passing a
woman selling roses on the corner,
he stopped and bought one for his
wife, whom he loved more than
anything in the world.

Xaviera
by Alex BetCeorge ’11
Portfolio Staff
was New York’s Redemptress of Lust
with fine freckled skin
and unreddened lips
unlike all the others.
Once-weekly, bi-weekly, tri-weekly sinners
stood in lines out the door:
To wait outside her palatial flat at
night was to pay the most
but get the best.

He exhales his last as Christ crucified, though in lieu of the Stigmata's five,
he has two: One now a scar purpling his palm, incurred in the war before
he implored the Lord in heaven not to forsake him as He had that only Son.
The promise: the redeemed hand would serve with the other in doing
the
Lord’s work on
earth.
*
So after the war he went to the Law: To apply God’s justice when man’s
statutes failed to uphold it. With each verdict, his redeemed hand banged
the gavel. Then one day Xaviera came before him, plaintiff against a violent
defendantwhohadvisitedherpalatialflat.Hedeemedherinnocent,deserving
of monetary compensation. “Ten thousand dollars!”—the gavel’s deigned
value of her corporeal damage. Years later New York’s Grand Redemptress
wrote in her autobiography: “He was the only honest man I’d ever met!”

Soon after, he incurred the second wound
— to the spine in a car crash—
that spread to consume,
to wither his muscle fibers in paralysis.
In the room where he stayed
he laid on his bed
unable to move while
the white sterile walls glared
into his sclerae, bleaching them.
The last time he saw her was not in person,
but a grainy, colorless tabloid photo
that showed her in mid-leap on the sands
of the French Riviera. Still he could not miss
the fact that her ten-thousand dollar figure
had swollen to the size of a blimp and
her fat folds had gauzed with cellulite
—she was a cloud—
and in mid-leap, she owned the air.
Now he lies there, neither breathing nor moving.

Roving
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What is one event you would like
to add to the Olympics?

"Paintball."
Stephen Pelligrini '12

"Wiffleball."
Dave Cavanagh '10, John Cavanagh '10

"Flonkerton."
Daniel Breen '13, Caroline Fay '11, Sean Jones '10,
Stephanie Zimmerman '10, Kevin Angliss '10

"Mario Kart."
Julian Matthews '12, Corey Brunelle '12,
Pat Desabato '13

"Quidditch."
Daniel Roe '11, Meg Lagreca '11

"Milkshake making!"
Nick Mikula '10, Lauren Chase '10

"Ceiling scampering!"
Courtesy

-Jorge the Slavin Squirrel
of
Jhoc/Flickr.com
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Jamine Peterson

Nicole Anderson

Men's Basketball
Women's Hockey
Sophomore — Brooklyn, N.Y.
Freshman — Jordan, Minn.
Peterson led the Friars in scoring in both games this past
Anderson scored her 10th goal of the season which proved to
week, with a combined 51 points over the two games. He also
be the game-winner for the Friars against Northeastern on
averaged nine rebounds.
Saturday, Feb. 6.

Schedules

Scores
Friday, 2/5
Women's Track at Giegengack Invitational
Men's Track at Giegengack Invitational
Men's Hockey vs. Vermont
Saturday, 2/6
Men's Basketball vs. Marquette
Women's Basketball vs. West Virginia
Swim & Dive at New England Invitational
Women's Hockey at Northeastern
Men's Hockey vs. Vermont
Men's Track at Giegengack Invitational
Women's Track at Giegengack Invitational

L, 82-79
L, 75-59
Ind. Results
W, 2-1
T, 1-1 (OT)
Ind. Results
Ind. Results

Tuesday, 2/9
Men's Basketball vs. Georgetown

L, 79-70

Ind. Results

Friday, 2/12
Softball vs. Massachusetts

Ind. Results

Softball at Florida Invitational

L,5-l

Men's Hockey at New Hampshire
Women's Hockey vs. Connecticut
Men's Swim & Dive at Big East Champ.
Women's Swim & Dive at Big East Champ.
Women's Track at Valentine Invitational

3:00 p.m.
9.00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
TBA
TBA
All Day

Saturday, 2/13
Men's Basketball at Villanova
Women's Basketball at Marquette
Softball vs. North Florida
Softball vs. North Carolina State
Women's Hockey at Connecticut
Men's Swim & Dive at Big East Champ.
Women's Swim & Dive at Big East Champ.
Men's Track at Valentine Invitational

2:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
TBA
TBA
All Day

s
Men's Basketball Big East (Top 12)

Team
Syracuse
Villanova
West Virginia
Georgetown
Pittsburgh
Louisville
Notre Dame
Marquette
South Florida
Cincinnati
Connecticut
Providence

Big East
W
L
1
10
1
10
3
8
4
8
4
7
4
6
5
6
5
6
6
5
6
5
6
4
8
4

Overall
L
W
1
23
2
21
19
4
18
5
18
6
15
8
17
7
15
8
15
8
14
9
14
9
12
12

Women's Hockey East

Team
Providence
Connecticut
Northeastern
New Hampshire
Boston University
Boston College
Vermont
Maine

Hockey East
W
L
T
9
4
4
9
4
4
8
5
4
10
5
2
7
6
4
4
9
4
5
11
1
3
11
3

W
13
18
16
16
11
5
10
6

Overall
L
9
7
7
6
8
15
18
16

T
8
5
5
5
11
10
1
5

Hankinson Steps Up for
Friars at Giegengack

West Virginia Fans
Classless Against
Pittsburgh

Indoor Track___

by Dan O'Brien TO
Sports Staff
The Men's and Women's Track
Teams returned to action this
past weekend at Yale University's
Giegengack Invitational, where five
Friars ran Big East qualifying times
ranging in distance from the women's
mile to the men's 3,000-meter race.
Anticipating the return of Lee Carey
'12, graduate student Richard Yeats,
and Dominic Channon '12 for last
weekend's race, Head Coach Ray Treacy
experienced deja vu: the men's team had
been depleted by illness. Reminiscent
of David McCarthy's '11 battle with
the flu during the 2009 cross country
season, the men's team fell ill after
Dominic Channon '12 missed the week's
preparations with a seasonal cold.
"Dorn's cold went right through the
men's team, and we were only able to send
10 of our men down to Yale," said Treacy.
Filling the void left by Yeats, Carey,
and Channon was Stephen Hankinson
'11. Hankinson placed seventh overall
in the 3,000-meter race, achieving the
Big East standard. This distance marks
Hankinson's second Big East qualifier,
having already achieved the mile
standard and getting the attention of
his coach in the process.
"[Hankinson] came in as a 4:25 miler
and is having a tremendous season,"
said Treacy. "He has worked very hard
and is now reaping the benefits."
Don't expect Hankinson to slow
down anytime soon, as Coach Treacy
will quickly note, "he can go faster."
Also running well for the men's squad
was graduate student Alan Pandiani,
placing eigth in the 400-meter race,
running a personal best in the process.
On the women's side of the action,
the Lady Friars tallied four more Big
East qualifying times, three coming
in the 3,000-meter and one in the mile
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Commentary
by Chris Torello '11
Sports Staff

FRIARS.COM

Stephen Hankinson ’11 took seventh place in
the 3,000-meter race at the Giegengack Invita
tional in a time of 8:21.49.

race. Graduate student Katie DiCamillo
captured first place in the women's
3,000-meter race with Breffini Twohig
'10 and Krystal Douglas TO, placing
fourth and fifth, respectively. All
three qualified for the Big East
championships, finishing well ahead
of the 10:00.24 qualifying standard.
Emma Peron '11 placed eihgth in the
mile earning her trip to the Big East
championship meet with her 5:03.44
performance at Yale University.
Missing from the action were standouts
Shelby Greany '13 and Sam Roecker
'13, who skipped the Giegengack
Invitational as they prepare for this
coming weekend's U.S. Junior XC
Championship in Spokane, Wash.
Strong performances in Spokane could
earn Greany and Roecker a trip to
Poland, the site of March's World Cross
Country Championship race.
The Friars return to action this
weekend at Boston University's
Valentine Invitational, the last meet
before the Big East Championship,
and the last meet to earn a conference
qualifying time.

While the critics were ranting over
a recent court-storm by the Providence
College student section following a
victory over then number 19 UConn,
a different type of storm was about to
hit Morgantown in West Virginia. With
the Mountaineers well in control of a
Big East matchup versus the visiting
Pittsburgh Panthers, an object was
flung from the student-section right
onto the court during the game. As
the area was being cleaned up, West
Virginia Head Coach Bob Huggins
stepped up to the microphone and
turned right to the student section.
"Hey, don't throw anything on the
court. You're going to hurt one of the
players, one of the officials...it's just
stupid," said Huggins. Huggins then
proceeded to instruct the student
fans to point out anyone who throws
something on the court so arena
security can throw them out of the
game. Later on in the game, during a
media timeout, a coin was thrown at
the Pittsburgh bench that hit Assistant
Coach Tom Herrion right below his left
eye, leaving visible damage.
West Virginia students have been
referred to as some of the loudest and
most organized chaos-makers for any
team that steps into Morgantown.
Now they are considered to have a
lower level of class. So, how can court
storming be compared to throwing
things onto a court? It's easy to
compare when the word classless is
used to label both incidences.
"I can understand both sides of
the PC court-storming argument, but

when it comes to throwing things on
a basketball court in the middle of a
game, there is really no comparison,"
said Friar Faithful Men's Basketball
Chair Craig Belhumeur. "What the West
Virginia crowd did was disrespectful,
and I don't think that would ever
happen here, especially with a group
like the Friar Faithful in control."
Belhumeur did point out that a similar
incident did occur back in 2004 when
Texas defeated Providence on a last
second layup, though the ball did not
seem to have left the player's hand in
time. The referees still called the basket
good because the game clock and
backboard light were not in sync.
"That was more aimed towards
the referees, but it still shouldn't have
happened, and since then it hasn't."
With the formation of the Friar
Faithful, a new attitude has come
over the fans at the Dunk. Belhumeur
credits much of the atmosphere to
fellow executive board member,
Brendan Frail, who commented also
on the West Virginia situation.
"They were really classless," said
Frail. "Our fans know better than that
because they have a greater respect for
the game of basketball."
Frail made an excellent point about
how the Providence fans, in general,
have a better respect for the game.
This was one of the schools that helped
architect the Big East Conference back
in 1979 and has continued to strive for
excellence ever since the formation of
this collegiate conference powerhouse.
So for the sportswriters out there,
like Jim Donaldson of (The Providence
Journal) who wish to throw around a
word like classless, save those words
and take a trip down to Morgantown
and drop them off there.

Friday, February 19th

Sunday, February 21st

Showing of The Godfather
Moore Hall I
8- 12pm
Free popcorn, hot chocolate and soda!
* Sponsored by Circolo Italiano & PC After Hours*

Mangia Dinner
McPhail's
6-8pm
$2 at the door for all you can eat Italian food!
♦Sponsored by Circolo Italiano*
**BMSA**

Saturday, February 20th
Laser Tag: Italian Style
64' Hall
9- 12pm
Pizza toss and FREE pizza to be served while you wait,
starting at 8pm
♦Sponsored by Circolo Italiano & PC After Hours*\
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Green, Schlicht Lead Friars
at NE Invitational
by Alexis Smith '12
Sports Staff
If you have any topics for debate, e-mail PCI

_____________ __ cowlsports@gmail.com_______ ________

Swim & Dive

Who will win a second Super Bowl first.
Drew Brees or Peyton Manning?
Who dat that just won the Super
Bowl MVP? Drew Brees! With his
victory this past Sunday, Brees has
cemented himself as one of the
top quarterbacks in the NFL. But
is he good enough to win another?
Put simply, yes! And although
Tom Brady and Peyton Manning
steal all the preseason headlines of
predicted Super Bowl winner, I see
the savior of New Orleans winning
another ring before the NFL's two
poster children.
With uncertainty surrounding
the rest of the NFC, the Saints seem
poised to contend for a spot in the
Conference Championship Game
yet again. The Saints do not have
many roster concerns or questions
heading into the offseason. The
team is relatively young and there
are no key free agents. The one star
that might be let go is Reggie Bush
because of financial reasons. But
with his stellar playoff performance
and an approaching uncapped
season, maybe owner Tom Benson

In a last chance to qualify swimmers
for the Big East Championships, the
Swimming and Diving Team competed
last weekend, Saturday, Feb. 6, in
the New England Invitational. The
Friars went up against a number of
local schools in Chestnut Hill, Mass.,
including Bryant, Keene State, UMass,
and Boston College.
This meet was an individual swim,
which meant that the points each
swimmer gained did not go towards the
team. For swimmers who had already
qualified for Big East, this gave them the
chance to compete in events that were
not their specialty.
"The Big East group was able to swim
some different events," said Head Coach
John O'Neill. "They got the chance to get
after things they don't normally swim."
On the men's side, Matt Green '12
led the way placing second out of 28
swimmers in the 50-yard freestyle
with a time of 22.74. Owen Hughes
TO and Joey Welch '11 also did well in
the event, posting times of 23.05 and
23.11 respectively. Those times placed
Hughes and Welch seventh and eighth
place respectively. Hughes continued
his success in the 100-yard freestyle
event, placing seventh out of 25 with a
time of 49.76.
For the women, Sam Schlich '13 led
the way, finishing third in the freestyle
relay with a time of 26.29. Schlich also
finished second out of eight in the 200-

will let the fan favorite stick around.

yard freestyle with a time of 2:01.31.

Before the Saints could even
make it to Bourbon Street for their
celebratory parade, ESPN analyst
John Clayton was already on air
talking about next season's free
agents. As absurd as that may seem,
the fact remains that the "next year"
is always on every NFL fan's mind.
Looking to next season and beyond,
this year's Super Bowl brought up
an interesting debate. Who will be
the first to win another title, Drew
Brees or Peyton Manning? Despite
Brees' MVP performance, I firmly
believe that it will be Manning that
next hoists a Vince Lombardi trophy
over his head, possibly as early as
next year.
In fact, oddsmakers have Peyton
and the Colts opening up at 7-1 odds
to win the big game and also picks
Indy as 3-1 favorites to return to
the Superbowl as AFC champions.
Peyton and the Colts have a better
chance because they are a more
well-rounded team with a number
of up-and-coming stars on offense.
Jeff Saturday will continue to anchor
what is arguably the league's best
offensive line and with Austin Collie,
Pierre Garmon, Dallas Clark, and
Reggie Wayne, Peyton will have
plenty of dangerous playmakers to
whom to throw. He will also have
two running backs who are young,
including rookie Donald Brown along
with Joseph Addai. Now for someone
to tell me that this team shouldn't be
the favorites in the AFC next year
again is almost as crazy as predicting
when Favre is going to retire.
But in the end, Peyton won't
take any time in regaining his
championship-calibre play and will,
if not next year, be able to take his
team to the Super Bowl in the next
few years. I think Brees and the
Saints always have a shot in a weak
NFC South to have a great year but
that magical run they showed this
year was more so destiny in my mind
and more for the city of New Orleans
than anything. Despite Peyton being
9-9 all time in the playoffs, he is one
of the most clutch quarterbacks when
it hits January, and except for Hall of
Famers Montana, Brady, Elway and
Favre, no one else has more wins
in the playoffs than him. So what if
Peyton did not cement his name in
NFL record books this year? He will
in the next few years, and he will do
it before Brees and the Saints see the
Super Bowl again. Maybe Peyton
should just come out and repeat
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger's
Terminator quote "I'll be back."

The potential for a second
Super Bowl title does not hinge
on what the Saints do as much as
what is happening to their direct
competition. Two of the Saints'
biggest challengers, the Vikings and
the Cardinals, face QB upheaval.
Future Hall of Famer Kurt Warner
already announced his retirement,
paving the way for draft bust
Matt Leinart while the Vikings get
to endure their first Brett Favre
retirement circus. But even if he
returns, how effective will a 41-yearold QB be? McNabb and the Eagles
are aging, Romo and the Cowboys
are head cases, and Eli and the
Giants resemble Jekyll and Hyde.
The team that will give the Saints
the most trouble is the Packers. But
what the Packers do best is score,
and the Saints do that better than
anyone else.
The Colts have a more arduous
task in the AFC. In their division
alone, the Colts have to battle risers
like the Texans and Titans. Outside
the division, it does not get any
easier. One can never count out the
Patriots and Chargers, the Steelers
will be healthy and revamped in the
years to come, the Ravens always
play stingy defense, and the Jets
look like the team of the future.
So enjoy this one New Orleans
and let the festivities continue on
Bourbon Street. Maybe even get
used to it, because I predict another
Super Bowl is closer than you can
imagine. Hey, and if I am wrong,
you always have Mardi Gras.

— Dan McNamara '13

— Chris Crawford '10

She was barely edged by less than one
second by freshman Breanna Stewart
of Boston College in that same event.
Also for the women, Erin Nanna '13
had a strong showing, finishing third
in the 50-yard freestyle, with a time
of 25.82, less than one second off the
pace. Nanna continued her impressive
day in the 100-yard freestyle, placing
fourth out of 14 with a time of 56.14.
"We had phenomenal swims and the
atmosphere was great," said Mathew
Card' 10. "Everyone is really positive this
year and excited to keep swimming."
A record number of PC swimmers
and divers will compete at this year's Big
East Championships, including Card,
Hughes, Nanna, and divers Allie Black
'13, Ben Kardian '13, and Arnie Fracker '13.
"I feel very positive about it and
excited," said Card. "We have the
largest team going that's ever been to
the Big East."
In his final sentiment to the paper,
Card would like to thank the family
and friends of the swimmers who are
always at the meets supporting the
swimmers.
"I have truly enjoyed my time
swimming here and seeing the team
progress over the years," said Card.
The next step for the swimming and
diving squad is the highly anticipated
Big East Championships which will
be held at the University of Pittsburgh
over the next couple of weeks. The
divers will compete first, from Friday,
Feb. 12, through Sunday, Feb. 14, while
the swimmers will take to the lanes
Wednesday, Feb. 17, through Saturday,
Feb. 20.
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Mathew Card ’10 took third In the 200-yard backstroke in a time of 2:06.24 over the weekend.

HOOPS: Ready for 'Nova
continued from back page

every position. That's heart, and that's
something a coach can be proud of."
For the game, the Friars were led by
Peterson, who poured in 23 points and
added seven rebounds. Joining Peterson
in double figures were Marshon Brooks
'11 and Sharaud Curry TO who finished
with 18 and 12 points respectively. Dixon
also filled up the stat sheet, scoring six
points while hauling in 16 rebounds and
blocking three shots.
The road ahead certainly does not
get any easier for PC. On Saturday, Feb.
11, the Friars will head to Philadelphia,
Penn, to take on No.5 Villanova, followed
by a pair of home games against No. 4
West Virginia and No. 3 Syracuse.
"I don't know if any team has ever
play four top-seven in a row," said
Davis. "I've never even heard of it. But
that's what the Big East is all about."
Looking ahead to Villanova, the
Wildcats possess one of the nation's
most lethal offenses, which should
present some serious problems for the

defensively-challanged Friars. With a
back court that boasts Scottie Reynolds,
Corey Fisher, and Maalik Wayns,
'Nova boasts the type of penetrating
guards that have given Providence
nightmares this season.
"As I watch Villanova's team, that's
who I'd like to be in a couple of years,"
said Davis. "They put five guys on the
court that can all play. It's a program that
gets a lot of respect around the country."
The tough stretch of games is
certainly a daunting task, but Davis
sees it as an opportunity for his young
squad to gain imporant experience.
"Playing four top-seven teams in a
row I think will be a good experience
for our young team," said Davis. "Our
players aren't here at Providence
College just to compete against the
best teams, they're here to try to
become one of the best teams. For us
to be able to see these teams in quick
succession, I think will leave a lasting
impression for our guys on how they
need to improve in the off-season."
Let's hope Keno is right.
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other opponent has all season to laying
a goose-egg at the Friars' expense.
It took PC all of 25 registered stabs
and 50:54 of clock time to finally
solve the Northeastern goalie. But
they did it with a mere 9:06 to spare
in the third period. Top gun Ashley
Cottrell '12 absorbed Amber Yung's
'11 pass up neutral ice, singlehandedly
sliced through four back-checking
Huskies, and thrust a skipping-stone
backhander low to the left of Sulyma.
As nimbly as Cottrell had unleashed
that shot, the omens suddenly turned
against Northeastern. After all, in five
of the last seven PC-NU tangles, the
team scoring first has ultimately lost.
No example of that has stood out quite
like Nov. 20, when the Friars spilled an
initial 3-0 edge en route to a 4-3 falter,
one that cost them first place in the
Hockey East standings.
As it happened, first place was the

prize again last Saturday. And because
of Cottrell and Anderson's timeliness,
it will be at issue once more tomorrow
night when the Friars host Connecticut.
"I wouldn't say it's poetic justice,"
said Cottrell. "I'd say it's a good way
to bounce back from our losses last
weekend. We kind of picked up right
where we left off the last time we played
them and came out with a big win."
One other milestone from last
Saturday: the 2009-10 Friars finally
managed to haul in a "W" after
initially trailing at the first and/or
second intermission. And for only the
fourth time, a modest pair of goals was
enough for them to subsist on.
"I think we're learning valuable
lessons and getting more comfortable
playing in tight games," said Deraney.
"The farther you go in a season, the
tighter the games get. You have to be
able to grind it out and, sometimes,
come from behind. We're becoming
good grinders."

Tiger Woods hopes to rebuild his once clean and upstanding public image.

experienced issues throughout their
marriage, and by the time Woods
turned professional, they were living
in separate homes. It was undoubtedly
difficult for Woods to witness their
marriage struggle, as it would be
for any person, but he marched on.
Tiger has always maintained close
relationships with both his parents,
especially with his father, who was his
best friend, mentor, and motivator.
Although it has been nearly four
years since Earl's death, it is apparent
that Tiger still misses his dad. To
say that the bond shared by Tiger
and Earl was special would be an
understatement. Each time Tiger
trotted off the 18th green after winning
a tournament, Earl would be there,
ready to give his son a big bear hug.
Nobody will ever be able to take Earl's
place in Tiger's life. Asa loving father,
he guided his son through the fairway
as well as the rough, teaching his boy
how to escape hazards both on and off
the golf course. Needless to say, Tiger
could use some of his father's wisdom
now more than ever.
Within the last few months, Tiger
has been ridiculed and condemned
for his mistakes. The man who used
to be viewed as a saint is now looked
upon as a sinner. Does he deserve the
criticism? Yes, of course. Nonetheless,
Tiger needs to be given a second
chance. Even though many people
have suffered from Tiger's lapse of
judgment, including his family, friends,
and fans, it would be irresponsible and
merciless to give up on him. Aside
from his ability to play golf better than
anyone in the world and his colossal
wealth, Tiger Woods is a normal
human being who puts his shoes on the
same way that you and I do. Thus, as
a human being, he is inclined to make
mistakes now and again. It is a part of
human nature to make mistakes from
time to time. As fellow beings, we
need to allow one another a chance to

Come Join th

redeem ourselves by making amends
for our errors. Tiger Woods deserves a
shot at redemption.
When the story first broke, I couldn't
understand why Tiger did what he did.
But then I began thinking about some of
the mistakes I have made in my life. Many
mistakes are caused because we become
lost; we forget who we are and we need
to look inside of ourselves to realize that
we are more than what we have become.
Tiger has just as many flaws as anybody.
Because Tiger's imperfections have been
publidy exposed, he will have no choice
but to change his path. The past can hurt,
but you can either run from it or learn
from it. After hitting a bad shot, you can
either compound your mistake by hitting
another bad shot, or you can recover.
Anybody who has followed Tiger's golf
career knows that he has an unequaled
ability to recover from dire situations.
Even when he has to fit his ball through
the tiniest window, Tiger has proven he
can pull off the miraculous shot If his fans,
friends, and family give him a window,
regardless of its shape or size, I believe
that Tiger will be able to pull another aweinspiring recovery from his sleeve.
Tiger is notorious for reassessing
the flaws in his game, and then
changing his techniques and strategies
in order to strengthen them. Now
he has the opportunity to apply this
tactic to his life. When Tiger returns
to the tour, he will be a more humble,
accessible, and vigilant individual who
appreciates life, and even the game
of golf, more than ever before. He
will no longer demonstrate juvenile
behavior on the golf course such as
swearing and club-throwing, and he
will interact more with fellow PGA
Tour members, especially those who
have been supporting him throughout
his absence. Just because Tiger took a
few steps off course, it doesn't mean he
won't be able to get back on track. The
ability to recover is an essential part of
golf and, more importantly, life.
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Lady Friars Upended by No. 11/8 Mountaineers
by John Butler 'll
Sports Staff

The Mountaineers won the battle of
the boards, but particularly capitalized
on a 26-16 advantage in defensive
rebounds. West Virginia's forwards
effectively robbed PC of the secondchance shot time and time again, and
that came back to haunt the Friars.
Providence returns to the floor on
Saturday, Feb. 13, at Marquette, who
are just one game ahead of the Friars
in conference standings at an even 5-5
mark. The Golden Eagles enter the
contest having snapped a two game
losing skid with a seven-point win
over South Florida on Tuesday, Feb.
9. With just six regular season games
remaining, the Friars will look to move
closer to the .500 mark, which would
put them in good position heading into
postseason tournament action.

Women’s Basketball

Living and dying by the three-point
shot is dangerous business in the Big
East, but it is especially perilous when
your treys are not falling and you are
defending a team whose treys are
falling. Such was the case on Saturday,
Feb. 6, when the West Virginia
Mountaineers came to the Dunk for a
matinee against the Friars, who were
coming off an impressive victory
against DePaul last week.
West Virginia entered the game with
a sheet full of credentials, including a
No. 8 ranking in the ESPN/USA Today
Coaches' Poll, and a No. 11 nod from
the AP, not to mention a firm hold on
fourth place in the Big East.
The
Mountaineers'
impressive
resume was put to the test in the early
going by the Friars, who jumped out
to a 10-2 lead after a few minutes of
play. But once West Virginia settled
down they quickly chewed away at
the lead by breaking up PC's passing
offense, and by the 11 minute mark the
Mountaineers stood on the better side
of a 21-16 score.
Liz Repel la, the Mountaineers'
talented junior guard, was the major
catalyst behind the comeback and
the subsequent charge. Repella was
four for four from behind the threepoint-line and nine of 13 from the
field, which was good for a game-high
25 points. PC's man-to-man defense
(which alternated with the full-court
press) was no match for Repella, who
has established herself as one of the
premier guards of the conference.
But the Friar offense was not willing
to let the game slip away that easily.
A Chandler McCabe '12 trey—one of
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Brittany Dorsey 'io had four points and four rebounds in Providence’s loss at the hands of No. 11/8
West Virginia on Saturday, Feb. 6 at the Dunkin Donuts Center.

two that PC recorded in the game—
bounced the Friars back into the
game later in the first half. Chelsea
Marandola TO added a layup off of
a Symone Roberts '13 steal, and then
followed up on the next play with a
nearly identical drive to the hoop for
a second layup. She finished with 16
points, and Mi-Khida Hankins '11 put
in 11 to pace the Friar offense.
But the last 10 minutes of the first half
were brutal for the Friars, who suffered
greatly from the Mountaineers' ability
to knock down their three-pointers.
West Virginia shot 62.5 percent from

TO on the bench for much of the first
half due to two fouls that she incurred
in the early going. By intermission, PC
was staring a 16 point deficit, 48-32,
square in the eye.
And although Providence matched
West Virginia with 27 points scored in
the second half, a rally was not in the
cards, and PC ultimately dropped the
contest with a final of 75-59.
PC's shooting woes have been quite
apparent in the Friars' most recent
games (save for their win against
DePaul), and it was no different against
West Virginia. PC shot just 14.3 percent

the behind the arc.

from the three-point line, but in the

Providence's power was further
halted with forward Emily Cournoyer

end, it was listless defense that cost the
Friars this ballgame.

The Neurodevelopment Center
in Providence is seeking
individuals aged 12 21
with depressive symptoms
fora free drug-free treatment
study.
Contact
http://www.youthmood.com
or
(401)351-7779
formore information.

PC Snaps Winless Streak in OTTie with Vermont
"We can't really scoreboard watch
other teams," said MacKinnon. "We
have to just worry about our games
and finish this season strong. We
know what we're doing as a team and
it's about those little things. It's pretty
much playoff hockey right now every
game matters."
With 14 points available in the last
seven games and a lot of ground to be
made up, the Friars begin their home
stretch sprint this weekend traveling
to take on the University of New
Hampshire on Friday at 7.00 p.m. and
hosting Boston University at Schneider
Arena at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday.

by Chris Mammen 'll
Sports Staff
Men’s Hockey

This weekend the Men's Hockey
Team squared off for two games against
the No. 17 Vermont Catamounts. The
Friars dropped the Friday night game
5-1, but Saturday they were able to
stop a six-game losing streak, tying the
Catamounts 1-1 despite the overtime
period. The Friars moved to 9-16-2
overall and 4-14-2 in Hockey East play.
"This year we have been able to
work through adversity in some in
game situations," said Head Coach
Tim Army. "I think our youth has
been showing a little bit. We've come
unglued in some games, but we need
the experience for these players. We
did some good things this weekend but
at times I think it showed that we got a
little bit rattled. We have to stay loose
but alert and play relaxed. Don't rush.
Don't hurry. We need to focus and play
to the ability we know we have."
On Saturday, Feb. 6, the Friars
battled Vermont to a 1-1 stalemate.
Vermont took the early lead at the
8:07 mark of the first period when
David Pecan scored from the slot off a
rebound. Captain John Cavanagh TO
responded for the Friars eight minutes
later on a powerplay when a pass from
Cavanagh bounced off a Vermont
defenseman and into the net, tying the
game 1-1. David Brown '12 and Kyle
MacKinnon '11 were both credited
with assists on the goal.
The rest of the game saw plenty
of scoring opportunities but no
conversions and at the end of the extra
period the score remained deadlocked

Men's Hockey
Remaining Schedule

Courtesy of Sports Info
John Cavanagh ’10 scored the equalizer in a 1-1 tie against No. 17 Vermont on Saturday, Feb. 6. The
goal helped Providence snap their six-game losing skid.

at 1-1. PC finished the game with a
33-29 shot advantage and goalie Alex
Beaudry '12 tallied 28 saves.
"The tie was good for the morale
of the team, said Beaudry. "We really
wanted a win and we can't be satisfied
with a tie. We are just trying to get back
to where we were about three weeks
ago, and we need wins to get up there.
We can't get bogged down, it's tough to
lose three or four games in a row, but
we have to stay positive."
On Friday, Feb. 5, the Catamounts
pounced on the Friars defense, racing
to a 3-0 lead in the first period and

never looking back. In the second
period Vermont was first to strike
again, increasing the lead to 4-0 before
MacKinnon stepped up and showed
some life for the PC offense, cutting the
lead to 4-1. MacKinnon, right in front
of the net, redirected a slap shot from
Mark Fayne '11 for his career-high
ninth goal of the season.
That would be all the scoring the
Friars could manage, and Kyle Medvec
finished off the Friars, 5-1, with a goal
early in the third period. Beaudry and
Justin Gates '12 combined to make 29
saves.

2/12
2/19
2/20
2/26
2/27
3/5
3/6

@ New Hampshire
vs. Boston University
@ Boston University
@UMass-Lowell
vs. U Mass-Lowell
vs. Merrimack
@ Merrimack

700 p.m
7:00 p.m.
700 p.m
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
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Upset Denied: Friars Fade Down the Stretch
No. 7 Georgtown Uses 14-1 Second Half Run to Fuel Comeback Win
by Dan Ollquist '10
Sports Editor

Men’s Basketball

"Road wins in this league are very
tough to come by," said Georgetown
Head Coach John Thompson III in his
post-game press conference. Well, they
are a lot easier to come by when you
have Greg Monroe on your side.
After a quiet first half in which
Monroe found himself in early foul
trouble, Georgetown's silky smooth
6'11" sophomore center controlled
the game in the second half. Whether
it was finishing at the bucket with a
left-handed finger-roll or finding an
open teammate, Monroe paced the
Hoyas down the stretch en route to
a 79-70 road win over the Friars on
Tuesday, Feb. 9.
"[Monroe] is an unbelievable
talent," said Providence College Head
Coach Keno Davis. "To be able to get
12 assists—he's going to be playing for
a long time at the next level."
After a three-pointer by Jamine
Peterson '12 extended the PC lead to
47-40, Monroe started to go to work.
He scored or assisted on Georgetown's
next three possessions, helping to
spark a 14-1 run which gave the Hoyas
a 54-48 advantage with 9:40 remaining.
Despite going ice cold from the
field, Providence continued to scrap
and claw under the basket. The Friars
pounded the offensive glass due in
large part to the work of Peterson
and Bilal Dixon '13, which allowed
PC to hang around. A Peterson layup
brought the Friars to within two with
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Marshon Brooks ’11 [right] and Jamine Peterson ’12 [left] battled hard but came up short against No.
7 Georgetown on Tuesday, Feb. 9.

6:55 remaining, but it was too much
Monroe down the stretch.
He seemed to be able to get into the
lane at-will and easily found a number
of his fellow Hoyas for easy buckets.
"They were collapsing on me and
double-teaming me," said Monroe.
"It was all about finding whoever's
man left them defensively, and my
teammates did a great job cutting to
the basket.''
When the final horn sounded,
Monroe had compiled an impressive

stat line: 12 points, 12 assists, and seven
rebounds. More importantly, he led his
team to a hard-fought comeback win.
"That was an extremely difficult
game," said Thompson III. "[Providence]
played an excellent first half and they
were executing on both ends. When
[Providence] pushed the lead up to
eight our defense tightened up. Our
communication on defense improved
and on offense we started making the
extra pass which led to some good
looks inside."

Despite the obvious disappointment
of losing a second half lead against a
ranked team, not all was lost for the
Friars. In fact there were a number
of encouraging signs, namely Dixon.
The 6'8" center controlled the glass all
night long and proved that he will be a
dominant rebounding force in the Big
East over the next four years.
"I think you look at Bilal the same
way you look at a lot of our young
players and that's why I believe the
future is bright here," said Davis. "Bilal
is just learning how to play and yet
he can come against Georgetown and
grab 16 rebounds and that's because
he's working so hard. Bilal's always
been one of our hardest workers and
brings a great attitude to practice
everyday. This loss will bother him
more than anybody."
Another aspect to keep in mind was
that the Friars were able to hang in
against a very good Georgetown team
with such poor perimeter shooting.
Providence shot 34.4 percent from the
field, 25.9 percent from beyond the
arc, and 63.6 percent from the charity
stripe—all numbers that are not going
to produce many wins against a top
flight team. Yet the Friars battled down
low, out-rebounding Georgetown by
11 and playing with a lot of passion on
the defensive end.
"I felt our team gave about as good
an effort as we possibly could have,"
said Davis. "For us to win we need to
knock down shots and we obviously
didn't do that tonight. But how can you
fault a team that misses 40 shots but
grabs 22 offensive rebounds against
a team that out-sizes you at almost
HOOPS / Page 29

Shooting From The Dog Whisperers: PC Downs Huskies
Friars Net Two Late Goals To Top Northeastern
the Rough
by Nick Aiken '11
Sports Staff

by Al Daniel '11
Sports Staff

Commentary

Women’s Hockey

He is a son, a father, and a friend.
He eats, sleeps, laughs, and cries. His
favorite movie is Caddyshack and he
loves music from the late '80s and
early '90s. His height is 6' 1" and his
weight is 185 pounds. He is reserved
and wary around some people, but
around others he is outgoing, comical,
and curious. He has enjoyed a lot of
success, but he has also made his fair
share of mistakes. Some people love
him, and some people don't. Who is
he? He is Tiger Woods, but thousands
of people fit this description. So, could
it be that Tiger Woods isn't so different
from you or me?
Woods's life is not easy, and it never
has been. Beginning at a very young
age, he faced unrivaled expectations
and pressure. His father, Earl, depicted
Woods as the perfect specimen, putting
a lot of pressure on him to live up to
his unbounded potential. Woods was
raised to become a champion, with a
mentality that "winning takes care of
everything." Earl knew how great of a
golfer and person his son could be, and
he refused to let Tiger disappoint.
On the golf course, the Woods
family rarely experienced failure,
but life at home was a different story.
Unbeknownst to many, Woods' parents

Despite her peerlessly towering 6'0"
posture, Nicole Anderson '13 was once
lost on the Women's Hockey radar. A
post-New Year's case of freshman
frostbite had Anderson go through 10
games with zero goals and one lonely
assist after previously notching 11
points in 19 games over the first half
of the season.
Even in the midst of the Friars'
seven-game winning streak, which
expired at the end of January, Anderson
was particularly arid. And eventually,
so too were all of her teammates when
they dropped a set of 2-1 scores to
Vermont and Harvard two weekends ago.
But last Saturday, Anderson
swatted both of those parasites into
irrelevance, scoring the go-ahead goal
in a 2-1 victory over Northeastern
at Matthews Arena. Within the final
three minutes of the third period,
she lassoed a fugitive puck in neutral
ice, circumvented defenders Lindsay
Domaas and Ginny Berg, and lashed
home the decider to the right of
goaltender Leah Sulyma.
"Sometimes you get in a bit of
a freshman lull," said Head Coach
Bob Deraney. "You can come out like
gangbusters and think it's always
going to be that easy. Then [when you
fall into a slump] you get frustrated
and learn from that."

TIGER/ Page 30
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Providence now has sole possession of first place in Hockey East after coming from behind to top
Northeastern on Saturday, Feb. 6.

Deraney can just as easily apply the
learn-from-losing adage to his entire
squad, who escaped a rerun of the same
pattern from the Vermont and Harvard
games. They yet again tripped behind,
1-0, in the first period, stayed one
stride behind all through the second
intermission, and ultimately drew a 1-1
knot around the halfway point of the
closing frame.
After Northeastern commanded the
shooting gallery, 16-6, in the first, the
Friars took control for the better part
of the latter 40 minutes. Between the

second and third, they would outshoot
the Huskies, 26-17. And after taking
five of the game's first six penalties—
the first of which had helped NU's
Lindsey Berman score the first goal—
PC earned four of the day's final five
power plays.
Sulyma, a backup in name only
behind the Olympic-bound Swiss
stopper Florence Schelling, had gone
5-0-1 with two shutouts prior to
Saturday's contest. And in terms of
elapsed time, she came closer than any
PC/Page 30

